
Teachers’ instruc.ons for feedback genera.on  
 
I'm evalua*ng students for the subject of History. 
 
Assess the answers to the ques*ons taking into considera*on that the writers are 7th graders 
nearing the end of their current school year. They should be wri*ng, and thinking, closer to the 
level of a beginning 8th grader by now.  
 
In their answers, the writer should be providing factual informa*on. Please note any factual 
discrepancies.  
 
Answers need to have a topic sentence that lets the reader know what they will be reading. 
 
Answers need to have a concluding sentence. 
 
The writers should provide answers to the ques*ons that show cause and effect rela*onships, 
using factual informa*on, events, names, and dates, wherever possible.  
 
Rate the answers using the 4 point scale from the book “Grading for Equity” by Joe Feldman. A 
score of 3 means that a student is mee*ng grade level expecta*ons based on the Common Core 
State Standards for Language Arts, and the California State Frameworks for Social Studies. A 
score of 4 means that they are exceeding grade level expecta*ons. A score of 2 means that they 
are approaching grade level expecta*ons.  A score of 1 means that they are below grade level 
expecta*ons. 
 
For each of the answers provided by each of the writers:  
Posi*vely comment on something that the writer did well in the answer.  
Provide feedback on wri*ng techniques that the writer could use to improve their wri*ng. 
Provide feedback on ways that the writer could improve their answers by using historical facts.  
Provide feedback on ways the writer could improve their use of cause and effect in their wri*ng. 
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Following are the grades generated for 49 students, out of 64.
Detailed feedback for these are in the pages attached.

 Student ID        Q#2        Q#3        Q#4        Q#5
 student 20        2.5        2.0        1.5        2.0
 student 21        3.0        2.0        2.0        3.0
 student 22        2.5        2.0        1.5        2.5
 student 23        3.0        3.0        3.0        3.0
 student 24        3.0        3.0        3.0        3.0
 student 25        3.5        3.0        3.0        3.0
 student 27        2.0        2.0        2.0        2.0
 student 29        3.0        3.0        3.0        3.0
 student 31        2.0        2.0        2.0        2.0
 student 32        3.0        2.0        3.0        3.0
 student 33        2.5        2.0        1.5        2.0
 student 35        3.0        2.0        3.0        2.0
 student 36        3.0        3.0        3.0        3.0
 student 37        3.0        2.0        2.0        2.0
 student 38        2.5        2.0        2.5        3.0
 student 39        2.5        2.5        2.5        2.5
 student 40        2.5        2.0        2.5        3.0
 student 41        2.0        2.0        2.5        2.5
 student 42        2.5        2.5        2.5        2.0
 student 43        2.0        3.0        2.0        3.0
 student 45        3.0        3.0        2.0        3.0
 student 47        2.0        2.5        3.0        2.5
 student 48        3.0        2.0        3.0        3.0
 student 50        3.0        2.5        2.0        3.0
 student 52        3.0        3.0        3.0        3.0
 student 53        2.0        2.0        1.0        1.0
student 120        2.0        3.0        2.0        2.0
student 121        3.0        3.0        3.0        3.0
student 122        2.5        2.5        3.0        2.5
student 123        2.0        2.0        2.0        2.0
student 124        2.5        2.5        3.0        2.5
student 125        2.5        2.0        1.5        2.5
student 127        2.0        3.0        3.0        3.0
student 129        3.0        2.0        3.0        3.0
student 130        2.0        2.0        2.0        3.0
student 131        2.5        2.0        2.0        2.5
student 132        2.0        2.0        2.0        2.0
student 134        2.0        3.0        3.0        2.0
student 135        3.0        3.0        3.0        3.0
student 138        2.5        2.0        2.5        2.5
student 139        2.5        2.5        2.0        2.5
student 140        2.5        3.0        3.0        3.0
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student 141        2.5        2.0        2.5        3.0
student 144        2.0        2.0        2.0        3.0
student 145        2.0        2.0        3.0        2.0
student 149        3.0        3.0        3.0        3.0
student 150        3.0        3.0        3.0        3.0
student 151        2.0        2.0        2.0        3.0
student 152        3.0        2.5        2.5        3.0

        Q#2   Q#3   Q#4   Q#5
count  49.0  49.0  49.0  49.0
mean    2.6   2.4   2.4   2.6
std     0.4   0.5   0.6   0.5
min     2.0   2.0   1.0   1.0
25%     2.0   2.0   2.0   2.0
50%     2.5   2.0   2.5   3.0
75%     3.0   3.0   3.0   3.0
max     3.5   3.0   3.0   3.0

The class found Q#2 and Q#5 to be relatively easier compared to Q#3 and Q#4, as
the average grades for Q#2 and Q#5 are higher. The grades for Q#3 and Q#4 are
quite similar, indicating that students found these questions to have a similar
difficulty level. The spread of grades for Q#4 is the broadest among all questions,
showing a greater variation in how students performed on this question. Overall, the
class performed fairly consistent across all questions, with the majority scoring
within a similar range for each question.

For the following 15 students, the feedback (and grades) was not generated 
because the handwriting recognition confidence (quality) level was below a set
threshold.

['26', '28', '30', '34', '46', '49', '51', '126', '128', '133', '136', '137', '142', '143', '146']
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a clear outline of the spread of the Black Death and mentioned the
significant loss of population in Europe. You also touched on the various forms of
the disease and the effect on the economy and society.

(b) While you mentioned the overall death toll, it would be helpful to provide more
specific examples of how the Black Death impacted society, such as the decline in
the workforce and the subsequent rise in wages. Additionally, the spread of the
disease should be focused on Europe rather than starting with Mongolia and China.

(c) To improve your writing, consider using topic sentences and concluding
sentences to help guide the reader through your answer. For example, you could
start with a topic sentence like, "The Black Death had profound effects on Medieval
European society, leading to significant changes in the economy, religion, and
social structure."

(d) You could strengthen your answer by discussing the cause and effect
relationships between the Black Death and its impacts. For example, explain how
the massive loss of life led to a shortage of workers, which in turn caused wages to
rise and social structures to change.

Grade:
2.5 - Your answer is approaching grade level expectations but could be improved
with more specific examples, clearer organization, and stronger cause and effect
relationships.

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You mentioned the Magna Carta, the role of the Roman Catholic Church, and
the lay investiture conflict as key examples of power legitimization, which are good
choices.

(b) While you provided some details about each example, it would be helpful to
expand on the role of the Pope and the Church in legitimizing power, as well as the
importance of the Divine Right of Kings. 

(c) Improve your writing by using clear topic sentences and concluding sentences.
For example, a topic sentence like, "During the medieval period in Europe, power
was legitimized through a variety of means, including the Magna Carta, the Roman
Catholic Church, and the lay investiture conflict."
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(d) To better demonstrate cause and effect relationships, explain how each
example contributed to the legitimization of power. For instance, discuss how the
Magna Carta limited the power of the king and established the principle of rule by
law.

Grade:
2 - Your answer is approaching grade level expectations but could be improved with
more specific examples, clearer organization, and stronger cause and effect
relationships.

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You mentioned the Viking invasions, the rise of Charlemagne, and the Hundred
Years' War as examples of conflicts during the Middle Ages, which are relevant
choices.

(b) Some inaccuracies need to be addressed: Charlemagne was crowned in the 8th
century, not the 11th; and the Hundred Years' War lasted from 1337-1453. Discuss
other conflicts such as the Crusades or local wars between kingdoms and
city-states.

(c) Improve your writing by using clear topic sentences and concluding sentences.
A topic sentence like, "Several situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in
Europe, including the Viking invasions, the rise of Charlemagne, and the Hundred
Years' War."

(d) Strengthen your answer by discussing the cause and effect relationships
between the situations you mentioned and the conflicts they led to, such as how the
Viking invasions disrupted European society and eventually led to the formation of
new kingdoms.

Grade:
1.5 - Your answer is below grade level expectations and needs improvement in
terms of factual accuracy, organization, and cause and effect relationships.

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You discussed both positive and negative aspects of the Crusades, including the
opening of trade routes, cultural exchange, and religious persecution.

(b) Your answer would benefit from more specific examples, such as the capturing
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of Jerusalem during the First Crusade or the disastrous Fourth Crusade, which led
to the sack of Constantinople.

(c) Use clear topic sentences and concluding sentences to improve your writing. A
topic sentence like, "The Crusades had both positive and negative consequences
for medieval Europe, impacting trade, cultural exchange, and religious relations."

(d) Enhance your answer by discussing the cause and effect relationships between
the Crusades and their impacts. For example, explain how the Crusades led to
increased contact between Europe and the Middle East, resulting in the exchange
of ideas, technologies, and goods.

Grade:
2 - Your answer is approaching grade level expectations but could be improved with
more specific examples, clearer organization, and stronger cause and effect
relationships.
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society.

Feedback:
(a) You did a great job of covering the various impacts of the Black Death on
Medieval European society. You mentioned the depopulation, urban decay,
economic problems, loss of faith in the Church, weakening of the feudal system,
and decline in moral values. Additionally, you highlighted some positive impacts
such as diversified diets, new opportunities, and influences on art.

(b) Your answer is factually accurate and thorough. However, you could have
mentioned the impact on the labor market, with a shortage of workers leading to
increased bargaining power for laborers and a rise in wages.

(c) To improve your writing techniques, you could have organized your answer into
clear paragraphs, with each paragraph focusing on a specific impact of the Black
Death. This would make your answer easier to read and understand.

(d) In terms of cause and effect, you did a good job of connecting the various
impacts of the Black Death to specific events or consequences. However, you could
have elaborated more on how the decline in moral values affected society in the
long term or how the weakening of the feudal system led to the emergence of new
social structures.

Grade: 3

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a comprehensive overview of how power was legitimized during
the medieval period in Europe, focusing on the role of the Church. You discussed
the Church's claim to divine authority, control of the sacraments and education,
influence over monarchs, and its public image.

(b) Your answer is factually accurate, but it would have been beneficial to include
other ways power was legitimized, such as the Divine Right of Kings or the use of
feudal contracts and oaths of loyalty between lords and vassals.

(c) To improve your writing techniques, you could have provided more specific
examples, such as referencing specific Popes or Kings and the ways they asserted
their power.

(d) Your answer could benefit from a deeper exploration of cause and effect
relationships. For example, you could discuss how the Church's power over
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monarchs affected political decisions and alliances during the medieval period.

Grade: 2

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a clear and detailed overview of the various situations that led to
conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe, focusing on the tension between the
Church and State officials.

(b) Your answer is factually accurate, but you could have expanded on other
conflicts during the Middle Ages, such as the Hundred Years' War between England
and France or the various internal conflicts among European kingdoms.

(c) To improve your writing techniques, consider organizing your answer into clear
paragraphs, each focusing on a specific conflict or situation. This would make your
answer easier to read and understand.

(d) You could have elaborated more on the cause and effect relationships in these
conflicts. For example, you could discuss how the Lay Investiture conflict influenced
the relationship between the Church and State officials in the subsequent years.

Grade: 2

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a balanced and detailed overview of the positive and negative
impacts of the Crusades. You discussed increased trade, spread of ideas and
goods, Muslim scholarship, and architectural advancements as positive outcomes,
while also addressing political fragmentation, weakened feudalism, and resentment
between Christians and Muslims as negative outcomes.

(b) Your answer is factually accurate and comprehensive. However, you could have
mentioned the impact of the Crusades on the Jewish communities in Europe, who
were often targeted and persecuted during the Crusades.

(c) To improve your writing techniques, consider organizing your answer into clear
paragraphs, one focusing on the positive impacts and another on the negative
impacts. This would make your answer easier to read and understand.

(d) Your answer could benefit from a deeper exploration of cause and effect
relationships. For example, you could discuss how the Crusades contributed to the
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development of a more interconnected world and the eventual decline of feudalism.

Grade: 3
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society:

Feedback:
(a) You did a great job in describing the various ways the Black Death impacted
European society, such as the effects on the Church, anti-Semitism, food
shortages, and the consequences for serfs.

(b) Your answer covered many important aspects, but some additional details could
have been included. For example, you could have mentioned that the Black Death
killed an estimated 75-200 million people, which was about 30-60% of Europe's
population at the time. Additionally, you could have mentioned the Flagellants, a
group of people who believed that self-inflicted pain would atone for their sins and
prevent the plague.

(c) To improve your writing, consider using a topic sentence that clearly states the
main idea you will be discussing. For example, "The Black Death had a profound
impact on Medieval European society, affecting everything from the Church to the
economy." Also, a concluding sentence would help summarize your answer and
provide a sense of closure. 

(d) To better demonstrate cause and effect relationships, you could have explained
how the decline in the population affected the labor force, which in turn led to the
increased bargaining power of the serfs and higher wages.

Grade: 2.5

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a clear explanation of how the feudal system helped to legitimize
power during the medieval period. Your description of the different roles within the
system (Kings, Knights, Lords, and Serfs) effectively illustrated the various ways
people contributed to maintaining order and stability.

(b) While you explained the feudal system well, your answer could have benefited
from the inclusion of specific examples or the mention of the role of the Church in
legitimizing power. For instance, you might have discussed how the Pope crowned
Charlemagne as the Holy Roman Emperor in 800 AD, which helped to establish the
divine right of kings.

(c) To improve your writing, make sure to include a topic sentence and a concluding
sentence. For example, a topic sentence could be: "During the medieval period in
Europe, power was legitimized through a combination of the feudal system and the
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influence of the Church."

(d) In terms of cause and effect, you could have explained how the stability
provided by the feudal system and the Church's endorsement of rulers allowed for
the growth of trade and the development of towns and cities.

Grade: 2

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You correctly identified the Hundred Years' War as a significant conflict during
the Middle Ages and provided the correct dates for its duration.

(b) However, your answer would have been more complete if you had included
additional conflicts and reasons for them, such as religious disputes, territorial
claims, and struggles for power. For example, you could have mentioned the
Investiture Controversy between the Pope and the Holy Roman Emperor or the
various Viking invasions.

(c) To improve your writing, include a topic sentence that introduces the main idea
and a concluding sentence to summarize your answer. For instance, your topic
sentence could be: "The Middle Ages in Europe were marked by numerous
conflicts, which were fueled by a variety of factors."

(d) For cause and effect, make sure to explain why the situations you mentioned led
to conflict. For example, you could discuss how the rival claims to the French throne
by the English and French monarchs were the primary cause of the Hundred Years'
War.

Grade: 1.5

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You effectively discussed both the positive and negative aspects of the
Crusades, such as increased trade, exposure to different cultures, improved
defense techniques, and the persecution of Jews.

(b) Your answer would have been stronger if you had included specific examples or
mentioned the motivations for the Crusades, such as the desire to reclaim the Holy
Land from Muslim control. You could have also mentioned specific Crusades, like
the First Crusade (1096-1099) or the Fourth Crusade (1202-1204), which resulted
in the sack of Constantinople.
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(c) Remember to include a topic sentence and a concluding sentence. A possible
topic sentence could be: "The Crusades, a series of religious wars in the Middle
Ages, had both positive and negative effects on European society and the world at
large."

(d) To demonstrate cause and effect, you could have discussed how the Crusades
led to increased contact between Europe and the Islamic world, which in turn
sparked the exchange of ideas, technologies, and goods.

Grade: 2.5
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a well-organized response detailing the impacts of the Black
Death on Medieval European society. You mentioned how the Black Death
weakened feudalism, increased peasant power, and led to the use of machines.
Your answer also shows the connection between the weakening of feudalism and
the increase in peasant power.

(b) Your answer has some factual accuracies, such as the decrease in the
workforce due to the death of peasants and serfs. However, you should also
mention the impact on the population, as it is estimated that around 25 million
people died during the Black Death. Additionally, you might want to discuss the
psychological and religious impacts of the plague on society.

(c) Your writing techniques are generally good, but you could improve your topic
sentence to better introduce your main points. For example: "The Black Death
profoundly affected Medieval European society, leading to the weakening of
feudalism, an increase in peasant power, and changes in labor practices." You
could also add a concluding sentence to summarize your main points and their
significance.

(d) In terms of cause and effect, you did a good job showing how the death of
nobles and the decrease in the workforce led to an increase in peasant power.
However, you could provide more specific examples and explain why these
changes occurred.

Grade:
3 (Meeting grade level expectations)

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a solid answer focusing on the role of the Roman Catholic Church
and the feudal system in legitimizing power during the medieval period in Europe.
Your mention of the church's control of land and resources, as well as the
administration of the seven sacraments, highlights the importance of the church in
this period.

(b) Your answer is factually accurate in discussing the role of the Roman Catholic
Church and the feudal system. However, you could also mention the role of the
Pope and his influence over secular rulers, as well as the concept of the divine right
of kings.
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(c) Your writing techniques are generally good, but you could improve your topic
sentence to better introduce your main points. For example: "During the medieval
period in Europe, power was legitimized through the authority of the Roman
Catholic Church and the organization of society through the feudal system." You
could also add a concluding sentence to emphasize the significance of these two
institutions in legitimizing power.

(d) In terms of cause and effect, you could provide more specific examples of how
the Roman Catholic Church and the feudal system influenced the behavior of rulers
and the distribution of power in medieval Europe.

Grade:
3 (Meeting grade level expectations)

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a well-structured answer, discussing the Crusades and the
Hundred Years' War as examples of conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe. You
also mentioned specific battles, such as the Battle of Agincourt and the Battle of
Poitiers.

(b) Your answer is factually accurate and covers two important conflicts in medieval
Europe. However, you could also mention other conflicts, such as the Investiture
Controversy or the Viking invasions.

(c) Your writing techniques are generally good, but you could improve your topic
sentence to better introduce your main points. For example: "Several situations led
to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe, including religious disputes, battles for
territory, and struggles for power." You could also add a concluding sentence to
summarize your main points and their significance.

(d) In terms of cause and effect, you did a good job explaining the reasons behind
the Crusades and the Hundred Years' War. However, you could provide more
specifics on the causes of these conflicts, such as the role of religious fervor in the
Crusades or the disputed succession in the Hundred Years' War.

Grade:
3 (Meeting grade level expectations)

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
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(a) You provided a balanced analysis of the positive and negative aspects of the
Crusades, such as the exchange of trade and ideas, the introduction of new
languages, and the weakening of feudalism. You also mentioned the negative
consequences, including the death toll, persecution of Jews, and the Great Schism.

(b) Your answer is factually accurate, but you could provide more specific examples
to support your points. For example, you could mention the Italian city-states' role in
facilitating trade during the Crusades or the specific persecutions of Jews in
Europe.

(c) Your writing techniques are generally good, but you could improve your topic
sentence to better introduce your main points. For example: "The Crusades, which
took place from 1096 to 1270, had both positive and negative impacts on history,
ranging from cultural exchange and trade to widespread death and suffering." You
could also add a concluding sentence to emphasize the overall significance of the
Crusades in history.

(d) In terms of cause and effect, you did a good job connecting the Crusades to
both positive and negative outcomes. However, you could provide more specific
examples and explain why these consequences occurred.

Grade:
3 (Meeting grade level expectations)
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a clear and comprehensive overview of the impacts of the Black
Death on Medieval European society, including urban decay, mental trauma,
breakdown of feudalism, and religious persecution. You also highlighted some
positive outcomes, such as peasants gaining control over land and the development
of more efficient machines.

(b) Your answer is largely accurate, but you could have mentioned the significant
loss of life more specifically, including an estimated range of 75-200 million deaths,
which represented up to 60% of Europe's population. Additionally, you could have
discussed the impact on the labor market, with wages increasing due to the scarcity
of labor.

(c) Your writing is generally clear and well-organized. However, you could improve
your writing by using more topic sentences and concluding sentences. For example,
you could begin with "The Black Death had widespread and far-reaching
consequences for Medieval European society" and conclude with "Overall, the
Black Death significantly altered the social, economic, and political landscape of
Medieval Europe."

(d) You did a good job demonstrating cause and effect in your answer, particularly
with the connection between urban decay and the spread of further diseases. To
improve, you could discuss the effect of the Black Death on the power dynamics
between different social classes, such as the nobility and the peasantry.

Grade: 3

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a clear and well-structured answer discussing three ways in which
power was legitimized during the medieval period in Europe: the church, feudalism,
and manorialism. You explained the roles and benefits of each system,
demonstrating a good understanding of the topic.

(b) Your answer is generally accurate, but you could have provided specific
examples of particular rulers or religious leaders who used these systems to
legitimize their power. For example, you could mention Charlemagne, who was
crowned Holy Roman Emperor by Pope Leo III in 800 AD, as an example of the
church's role in legitimizing power.
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(c) Your writing is clear and well-organized, but you could improve by using more
topic sentences and concluding sentences. For example, you could start with
"Power in medieval Europe was legitimized through a variety of means, including
religious authority, social hierarchy, and land ownership" and conclude with "These
systems of legitimation allowed rulers and other elites to maintain control and
stability during a turbulent period in European history."

(d) You demonstrated some cause and effect relationships in your answer, such as
the connection between the church's control of the sacraments and its power. To
improve, you could discuss how the decline of the Roman Empire led to the rise of
feudalism and manorialism as systems for maintaining order and legitimizing power.

Grade: 3

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a clear and well-structured answer discussing three situations that
led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe: the 100 Years War, the succession
crisis following Edward the Confessor's death, and the conflict between King John
and his nobles that led to the Magna Carta. Your examples were specific and
relevant to the question.

(b) Your answer is largely accurate, but you could have provided more context for
each conflict. For example, the 100 Years War was partially caused by disputes
over land and economic interests in addition to the succession crisis.

(c) Your writing is clear and well-organized, but you could improve by using more
topic sentences and concluding sentences. For example, you could start with
"Conflicts during the Middle Ages in Europe often arose from disputes over power,
territory, and resources" and conclude with "These conflicts shaped the political
landscape of Europe and had lasting consequences for its people."

(d) You demonstrated cause and effect relationships in your answer, such as the
connection between King John's abuses of power and the signing of the Magna
Carta. To improve, you could discuss the long-term effects of these conflicts on the
development of European political systems and the balance of power between
different social classes.

Grade: 3

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
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(a) You provided a balanced and well-organized answer discussing both positive
and negative aspects of the Crusades, including the loss of life, exchange of goods
and ideas, religious persecution, and improvements in shipbuilding and trade. Your
answer demonstrates a good understanding of the complexities of the Crusades.

(b) Your answer is generally accurate, but you could have provided more specific
examples to support your points. For example, you could mention the cultural
exchange that occurred between the Islamic and Christian worlds, leading to the
transmission of knowledge in fields such as science, mathematics, and philosophy.

(c) Your writing is clear and well-organized, but you could improve by using more
topic sentences and concluding sentences. For example, you could start with "The
Crusades had a range of positive and negative consequences for the people of
Europe and the Middle East" and conclude with "While the Crusades led to
significant loss of life and tensions between religious groups, they also facilitated
cultural exchange and technological advancements."

(d) You demonstrated some cause and effect relationships in your answer, such as
the connection between the Crusades and improvements in shipbuilding. To
improve, you could discuss how the Crusades contributed to the decline of
feudalism and the rise of centralized monarchies in Europe, as well as the long-term
effects of religious tensions between Christians and Muslims.

Grade: 3
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society.

Feedback:
(a) You did an excellent job describing the various societal impacts of the Black
Death. You discussed the shift in values, the decline of Europe's population, the
persecution of minorities, the weakening of the feudal system, and the
diversification of the European diet. You also provided a clear connection between
the pandemic and changes in social structures and economic systems.

(b) There are a couple of factual inaccuracies that need addressing. The dates for
the arrival of the Black Death in Marseilles and London should be 1347 and 1348,
respectively, instead of 1317 and 1318. Additionally, it would be beneficial to
discuss how the labor shortage caused by the Black Death led to an increase in
wages and social mobility for the surviving population.

(c) Your answer could benefit from a more concise introductory sentence that
outlines the main points you will cover. Also, consider adding a concluding sentence
summarizing the overall impact of the Black Death on European society.

(d) The cause and effect relationships in your answer are mostly well-established.
However, consider elaborating on how the labor shortage caused by the massive
loss of life led to the weakening of the feudal system and the increase in wages and
social mobility for the survivors.

Grade:
3.5 (Meeting and slightly exceeding grade level expectations)

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer effectively covers the role of religion and the Roman Catholic
Church in legitimizing power during the medieval period. You also mentioned the
concept of divine right and the importance of the Magna Carta in establishing the
idea that rulers are not above the law.

(b) The factual information provided in your answer is accurate, and you have used
relevant examples, such as the Magna Carta and the concept of divine right, to
support your points.

(c) Your writing could be improved by adding a topic sentence that introduces the
main ways power was legitimized during the medieval period, and a concluding
sentence that reaffirms the importance of religion and law in legitimizing power
during this time.
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(d) The cause and effect relationships in your answer are clear and well-supported.
You explain how the reliance on religion and adherence to law and custom
contributed to the legitimacy of rulers during the medieval period.

Grade:
3 (Meeting grade level expectations)

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You have provided an insightful answer that focuses on the conflicts that arose
due to power vacuums and succession crises. Your examples of the 100 Years'
War and the Norman Conquest effectively illustrate the situations that led to
conflicts during the Middle Ages.

(b) Your factual information is accurate, and your use of specific examples, names,
and dates helps to support your points.

(c) To improve your writing, consider adding a topic sentence that introduces the
main causes of conflict during the Middle Ages, and a concluding sentence that
summarizes the importance of power vacuums and succession crises in causing
conflicts during this period.

(d) Your answer effectively demonstrates the cause and effect relationships
between power vacuums, succession crises, and conflicts during the Middle Ages.

Grade:
3 (Meeting grade level expectations)

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer effectively highlights both the positive and negative aspects of the
Crusades. You discuss the violence and tragic consequences for those on the
receiving end, as well as the increase in trade, exploration, and exposure to new
knowledge and resources.

(b) The factual information provided in your answer is accurate, and you have used
relevant examples to support your points.

(c) To improve your writing, consider adding a topic sentence that introduces the
main positive and negative aspects of the Crusades, and a concluding sentence
that summarizes the overall impact of these events on history.
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(d) Your answer demonstrates clear cause and effect relationships between the
Crusades and their positive and negative outcomes.

Grade:
3 (Meeting grade level expectations)
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society:

Feedback:
(a) You have successfully highlighted some of the major impacts of the Black Death
on medieval European society, such as the decline of feudalism, the decrease in
the power of the Church, and the increase in peasant revolts. You also mentioned
the influence of the plague on art and medical knowledge at the time.

(b) However, there are some inaccuracies and missing information in your
response. For instance, the alignment of planets is not considered a valid
explanation for the cause of the plague by modern historians. Additionally, you
could have included the dramatic decrease in population that resulted from the
plague and how it led to labor shortages and economic changes.

(c) To improve your writing, consider using a topic sentence to introduce the main
idea of your answer and provide a more organized structure. Also, try to avoid using
colloquial language (e.g., "apocalypse") and provide more specific examples to
support your points.

(d) In terms of cause and effect, you could have further explored the connections
between the decline of feudalism and the increase in peasant revolts, or the
challenges that the Church faced as a result of the plague and how it led to the
erosion of its power.

Grade: 2

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You have mentioned some relevant aspects of power legitimization in medieval
Europe, such as feudalism and traditionalism. The example of Charlemagne and his
divine right to rule is a good historical example.

(b) However, your answer could benefit from more accurate information and
additional examples. For instance, feudalism was not a system that granted
absolute power to the king; rather, it was a hierarchical system of landholding and
obligations that existed between various levels of society. Traditionalism could be
further explained as well.

(c) To improve your writing, begin with a clear topic sentence that introduces the
main idea and use more specific examples to support your points. Additionally,
avoid casual language (e.g., "you just needed a weapon that could liberate
someone of life").
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(d) In terms of cause and effect, you could explore how the divine right of kings or
the support of the Church contributed to the stability or conflict in medieval Europe.

Grade: 2

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer provides some good examples of conflicts during the Middle Ages,
such as the fight for the English throne after Edward the Confessor's death and the
Hundred Years' War. You have also mentioned the Crusades as a source of
conflict.

(b) While you have provided some specific examples, your answer could benefit
from more accurate information and a deeper understanding of the causes of these
conflicts. For instance, the reasons for the Hundred Years' War were more complex
than simply the French king's death and Prince Philip's succession.

(c) To improve your writing, use a topic sentence to introduce the main idea and
provide more specific examples to support your points. Also, avoid colloquial
language (e.g., "got into a fight").

(d) In terms of cause and effect, you could further explore how the various conflicts
influenced the political and social landscape of medieval Europe and their long-term
consequences.

Grade: 2

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer recognizes both the positive and negative aspects of the Crusades,
such as the exchange of ideas and increased trade, as well as the violence and
animosity they generated. You also mentioned the adoption of Muslim military
tactics and architectural elements by Europeans.

(b) However, there are some inaccuracies and missing information in your
response. The last crusade was not in 1241; the final major crusade, the Ninth
Crusade, took place from 1271 to 1272. You could have also mentioned the impact
of the Crusades on the Jewish and Eastern Christian populations.

(c) To improve your writing, use a topic sentence to introduce the main idea and
provide more specific examples to support your points. Additionally, avoid using
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casual language (e.g., "cut it out") and graphic descriptions that may not be
appropriate for an academic setting.

(d) In terms of cause and effect, you could further discuss how the Crusades
influenced the relationships between different religious and cultural groups in
Europe and the Middle East, as well as how they affected the political landscape of
these regions.

Grade: 2
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a detailed description of the virus and its different types of
manifestations, such as bubonic, pneumonic, and septicemic plagues. You also
managed to elaborate on various societal impacts, including peasant revolts, labor
shortages, and the questioning of the church.

(b) Most of the information you provided is accurate. However, the belief that
Jewish people were responsible for poisoning the wells was not mentioned in the
question's context. It would have been better to focus on the direct impacts of the
Black Death on society.

(c) Your writing is clear and well-organized, but you could improve your topic
sentences and concluding sentences. For example, you could start with a topic
sentence like, "The Black Death had numerous impacts on Medieval European
society, including dramatic population decline and changes in social structures."
Then, conclude with a sentence summarizing the main points.

(d) You could improve the cause and effect relationships in your writing by providing
more specific examples and dates. For instance, you could mention how the labor
shortages caused by the Black Death led to the Peasants' Revolt in England in
1381.

Grade: 3

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You did a great job explaining the roles of the feudal manor and Roman Catholic
Church in legitimizing power during the medieval period. You also managed to
describe the hierarchical structure of feudalism and the importance of the church in
offering salvation.

(b) The information you provided is generally accurate, but you could have included
more specific examples and dates to support your points. For example, mentioning
the Investiture Controversy or the role of Charlemagne in consolidating power in
Europe would have strengthened your answer.

(c) Your writing is clear and well-structured, but you could improve your topic
sentences and concluding sentences. For example, begin with a topic sentence
like, "Power during the medieval period in Europe was legitimized primarily through
the feudal system and the Roman Catholic Church." Then, conclude with a
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sentence summarizing the main points.

(d) You could enhance the cause and effect relationships in your writing by
providing more specific examples and dates. For instance, you could discuss how
the power struggles between the church and secular rulers led to conflicts like the
Investiture Controversy.

Grade: 3

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided an excellent example of a conflict between the church and the
state during the Middle Ages, specifically the dispute between Pope Gregory VII
and King Henry IV. You also managed to describe the events leading to Henry's
excommunication and eventual reconciliation with the church.

(b) Your information is accurate, and your example is well-chosen. However, you
could have mentioned more situations that led to conflicts during the Middle Ages,
such as rivalries between kingdoms or the Crusades.

(c) Your writing is clear and well-organized, but you could improve your topic
sentences and concluding sentences. For example, start with a topic sentence like,
"Several situations led to conflicts during the Middle Ages in Europe, including
power struggles between the church and secular rulers." Then, conclude with a
sentence summarizing the main points.

(d) You could strengthen the cause and effect relationships in your writing by
providing more specific examples and dates. For instance, you could discuss how
the conflicts between the church and the state led to the development of separate
spheres of influence and authority in Europe.

Grade: 3

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You did an excellent job discussing both the positive and negative aspects of the
Crusades, including the expansion of trade, exchange of ideas, and the persecution
of Jews and Muslims.

(b) The information you provided is generally accurate, but you could have included
more specific examples and dates to support your points. For example, you could
mention the specific Crusades, such as the First Crusade (1096-1099), and their
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outcomes.

(c) Your writing is clear and well-structured, but you could improve your topic
sentences and concluding sentences. For example, begin with a topic sentence
like, "The Crusades had both positive and negative impacts on history, from the
expansion of trade and cultural exchange to the persecution of religious minorities."
Then, conclude with a sentence summarizing the main points.

(d) You could enhance the cause and effect relationships in your writing by
providing more specific examples and dates. For instance, you could discuss how
the Crusades' violence against Jews and Muslims contributed to long-lasting
religious tensions between Christians, Jews, and Muslims in Europe and the Middle
East.

Grade: 3
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society.

Feedback:
(a) You did a good job of explaining the deadly nature of the Black Death and how it
spread rapidly through Europe. You also provided some of the symptoms of the
disease, which helps to illustrate how it affected people's health.

(b) While your answer does mention the high death toll, the number you provided
(98%) is not accurate. It is estimated that the Black Death killed between 30% and
60% of Europe's population. Additionally, there were other consequences of the
Black Death on society, such as labor shortages, economic decline, and changes in
religious beliefs.

(c) To improve your writing, consider organizing your thoughts more clearly and
using transitions between different points. For example, you could start by stating
the overall impact of the Black Death, then discuss the ways it spread, and finally
mention the symptoms and consequences on society. Make sure to have a topic
and concluding sentence in your answer.

(d) In terms of cause and effect, you could explain how the labor shortages caused
by the Black Death led to changes in the feudal system and the rise of a more
powerful working class. You could also discuss how the devastation caused by the
disease led to a decline in faith in the Church and an increase in secularism.

Grade: 2

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer includes the important concepts of feudalism and the Magna Carta
as ways that power was legitimized during the medieval period. You also briefly
mentioned how the Magna Carta limited the power of the king and gave citizens
more rights.

(b) However, your answer lacks specific examples and dates to support your points.
For instance, you could mention that the Magna Carta was signed in 1215 by King
John of England, and you could explain how feudalism involved the exchange of
land for military service and other obligations between lords and vassals.

(c) To improve your writing, consider providing more context and background
information for each example. Make sure to have a topic sentence and a concluding
sentence. You could also use more specific terminology, such as "divine right of
kings" or "theocracy," to describe ways that power was legitimized during this time.
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(d) In terms of cause and effect, discuss how the decline of central authority after
the fall of the Roman Empire led to the development of feudalism as a way to
maintain order and protection in society. You could also explain how the abuses of
power by kings led to the creation of the Magna Carta and the establishment of the
principle of limited government.

Grade: 2

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer identifies the Hundred Years' War and the decline of feudalism as
sources of conflict in medieval Europe, as well as the abuse of power by kings
before the Magna Carta was signed.

(b) However, you did not provide specific dates or examples for these conflicts. For
instance, you could mention that the Hundred Years' War took place between 1337
and 1453 and involved a series of conflicts between England and France. You
could also discuss the role of the Church and religious conflicts, such as the
Investiture Controversy between the Pope and the Holy Roman Emperor.

(c) To improve your writing, consider providing more background information on
each conflict and using more specific terminology. Make sure to have a topic
sentence and a concluding sentence in your answer. Organize your thoughts more
clearly and use transitions between different points.

(d) In terms of cause and effect, explain how political, economic, and religious
factors contributed to the conflicts during the Middle Ages, and discuss the
consequences of these conflicts on European society.

Grade: 2

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer does a good job of discussing both the positive and negative
aspects of the Crusades, such as improvements in military tactics and the negative
consequences of war on people's lives and property.

(b) However, your answer lacks specific examples and dates to support your points.
You could mention the various Crusades that took place between the 11th and 13th
centuries and the impact of these campaigns on European and Middle Eastern
societies. Additionally, you could discuss the role of the Pope and the Church in
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promoting the Crusades, as well as the cultural exchange and trade that resulted
from these conflicts.

(c) To improve your writing, consider providing more background information on the
Crusades and organizing your thoughts more clearly. Make sure to have a topic
sentence and a concluding sentence in your answer. Use transitions between
different points and incorporate specific terminology, such as "Holy Land,"
"pilgrimage," and "knights."

(d) In terms of cause and effect, discuss how the Crusades were initially launched
to regain control of the Holy Land from Muslim forces and how this goal evolved
over time. You could also explain the long-term consequences of the Crusades on
European society, such as the growth of trade, the rise of powerful monarchies, and
the spread of new ideas and technologies.

Grade: 2
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society:

Feedback:
(a) You provided a comprehensive overview of the various aspects of the Black
Death's impact, such as its effects on daily life, religion, urban decay, labor
shortages, inflation, and how it contributed to the Renaissance. Your answer
demonstrates an understanding of the breadth and depth of the topic.

(b) Most of the facts in your answer are accurate. However, it would be beneficial to
mention the specific strain of bacteria (Yersinia pestis) that caused the plague.
Additionally, you mentioned that the plague killed "up to half of the country's
population" ? it would be more accurate to say that it killed up to half of Europe's
population.

(c) Your writing is generally clear and well-organized. However, your answer could
benefit from a topic sentence that clearly states the focus of the paragraph and a
concluding sentence that summarizes the main points.

(d) You provided a good overview of the cause and effect relationships in your
discussion of the Black Death's impact on society. For example, you mentioned
how labor shortages led to inflation and how the plague contributed to the decline of
feudalism. To strengthen your cause and effect analysis, you could provide more
specific examples and dates.

Grade: 3

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You effectively explained the importance of the Roman Catholic Church and
feudalism in legitimizing power during the medieval period in Europe. Your answer
shows a clear understanding of the topic.

(b) Your answer is mostly accurate, but it would be helpful to provide specific
examples, such as the role of Pope Gregory VII in strengthening the Church's
authority or the role of Charlemagne in promoting feudalism.

(c) Your writing is clear and well-organized. However, your answer could benefit
from a topic sentence that clearly states the focus of the paragraph and a
concluding sentence that summarizes the main points.

(d) Your answer would be stronger if you provided more cause and effect
relationships, such as how the fall of Rome led to the rise of feudalism or how the
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Church's authority influenced political decisions in Europe.

Grade: 2

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer provides a detailed account of the conflict surrounding the English
throne following Edward the Confessor's death, including the battles of Stamford
Bridge and Hastings. This demonstrates a solid understanding of the historical
events.

(b) Your facts are accurate, and you provided specific examples, names, places,
and dates. However, you could expand your answer to include other conflicts during
the Middle Ages, such as the Investiture Controversy or the Hundred Years' War.

(c) Your writing is clear and well-organized. However, your answer could benefit
from a topic sentence that clearly states the focus of the paragraph and a
concluding sentence that summarizes the main points.

(d) You provided some cause and effect relationships in your discussion of the
conflict surrounding the English throne. To strengthen your cause and effect
analysis, you could discuss how these conflicts led to broader changes in European
society and politics.

Grade: 3

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer provides a balanced discussion of the positive and negative
impacts of the Crusades, including their effects on trade, cultural exchange, and
political fragmentation. This demonstrates a clear understanding of the topic.

(b) Your facts are mostly accurate, but it would be helpful to provide more specific
examples, such as the capture of Jerusalem during the First Crusade or the role of
specific Crusader states in facilitating trade and cultural exchange.

(c) Your writing is clear and well-organized. However, your answer could benefit
from a topic sentence that clearly states the focus of the paragraph and a
concluding sentence that summarizes the main points.

(d) You provided some cause and effect relationships in your discussion of the
Crusades, such as how they contributed to increased trade and cultural exchange
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between the East and the West. To strengthen your cause and effect analysis, you
could provide more specific examples and dates.

Grade: 3
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society:

Feedback:
(a) You provided a good overview of the Black Death and its impact on society. You
mentioned the spread of the disease from the Gobi desert to various parts of
Europe and the devastating consequences it had on the population. It was also
good to mention that the disease was spread by rat fleas living on black rats and
that it attacked the lungs and bloodstream.

(b) While you mentioned the death toll, it would be helpful to provide more specific
information on the social and economic impact of the Black Death. For example,
labor shortages led to a rise in wages and a decline in serfdom. Additionally, the
Church's influence began to wane as people questioned its ability to protect them
from the disease.

(c) To improve your writing, try to use more varied sentence structures and
transition words to make your paragraph flow more smoothly. For example, you
could rewrite one of your sentences as: "The Black Death, which originated in the
Gobi desert, spread rapidly through Europe, devastating the population and causing
widespread panic."

(d) In terms of cause and effect, you could mention how the Black Death led to a
labor shortage and as a result, the rise in wages and the decline of serfdom. You
could also discuss how the pandemic affected people's faith in the Church and their
overall worldview.

Grade:
2.5 (approaching grade level expectations)

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You made a good point about the role of religion in legitimizing power during the
medieval period. It was also helpful to mention the Magna Carta and its role in
limiting royal authority and establishing the power of the Church.

(b) However, you could have provided more specific examples of how power was
legitimized, such as the Divine Right of Kings, the feudal system, and the role of the
nobility. Additionally, you could have mentioned the role of the Holy Roman Empire
in shaping power dynamics in medieval Europe.

(c) To improve your writing, try to use more varied sentence structures and
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transition words to make your paragraph flow more smoothly. For example, you
could rewrite one of your sentences as: "In medieval Europe, power was often
legitimized through religious authority, as rulers claimed divine rights to justify their
actions."

(d) In terms of cause and effect, you could discuss how the reliance on religion led
to the establishment of the Holy Roman Empire and the formation of alliances
between religious and secular authorities.

Grade:
2 (approaching grade level expectations)

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You identified the struggle for power between the king and the pope as a source
of conflict in medieval Europe. This is an important point, as it highlights the power
dynamics within society at the time.

(b) However, your answer would have been stronger if you had provided more
specific examples of conflicts during the Middle Ages, such as the Hundred Years'
War, the Norman Conquest, or the various Crusades.

(c) To improve your writing, try to use more varied sentence structures and
transition words to make your paragraph flow more smoothly. For example, you
could rewrite one of your sentences as: "A key source of conflict in medieval
Europe was the ongoing struggle for power between secular rulers, such as kings,
and religious authorities, such as the pope."

(d) In terms of cause and effect, you could discuss how the struggle for power
between the king and the pope led to specific conflicts, such as the Investiture
Controversy or the conflicts between the Holy Roman Empire and the Papacy.

Grade:
1.5 (below grade level expectations)

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a balanced perspective on the Crusades by mentioning both
positive and negative aspects, such as the killing of Jews and the increased trade
between Europe and the Middle East.
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(b) However, your answer could have been stronger if you had provided more
specific examples of the Crusades, such as mentioning the First Crusade and the
capture of Jerusalem, or the Fourth Crusade and the sack of Constantinople.

(c) To improve your writing, try to use more varied sentence structures and
transition words to make your paragraph flow more smoothly. For example, you
could rewrite one of your sentences as: "While the Crusades had numerous
negative consequences, such as the persecution of Jews and the loss of life, they
also had some positive outcomes, such as the establishment of trade routes
between Europe and the Middle East."

(d) In terms of cause and effect, you could discuss how the Crusades led to both
increased cultural exchange between Europe and the Middle East and the
development of longstanding animosity between different religious groups.

Grade:
2 (approaching grade level expectations)
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Question 2: Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society.

Answer: The Black Death had many impacts on Medieval European Society like
rapid depopulation, loss of trade, and the weakening of manorialism and feudalism.
The Black Death spread rapidly across Europe, killing one-half to one-third of the
population, about 25 to 40 million people. People stayed in tight quarters and didn't
understand how the plague worked, so it kept spreading. Whole towns were wiped
out, and many had only a few survivors. Due to not having a thriving economy, the
survivors had very little food to eat. Another impact on society was the loss of trade.
A lot of people were afraid to trade due to the spread of the plague. The loss of
trade connects to the sudden depopulation because after most of the population
died, there were shortages of food and other goods. The effect of not trading was
inflation, prices for food and other items skyrocketed. People started growing their
own food in order to survive. The last impact on society was the weakening of the
feudal and manorial system. When the spread of the Black Death started slowing
down, the serfs that survived moved to the city. They took over their dead lord's
properties and possessions. They were able to find a job and live a comfortable life.
This cause led to opportunities for the serfs and the weakening of feudalism and
manorialism. Since the peasants moved into the city, a new economy was born,
and serfs were able to get higher pay. They got higher pay because since there
weren't many people left, someone needed to make and fix things. So they were
able to charge more for their work. Therefore, the impacts that the Black Death had
on Europe are depopulation, loss of trade, and weakening of manorialism and
feudalism.

Feedback:
(a) You did a great job explaining the three main impacts of the Black Death on
medieval European society: rapid depopulation, loss of trade, and the weakening of
manorialism and feudalism. Your answer is detailed and provides a clear
understanding of the consequences of the plague.

(b) Your answer is factually accurate and covers the important points of the topic.
However, you could have mentioned the impact on the authority of the church as
people started to question its role during the plague.

(c) Your writing is clear and well-organized, but you could improve by adding a topic
sentence at the beginning of your answer and a concluding sentence that
summarizes your main points.

(d) You have effectively demonstrated cause and effect relationships between the
Black Death and its impacts on medieval European society. However, you could
further strengthen your answer by providing more specific examples of events,
names, and dates to support your points.

Grade: 3

Question 3: Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval
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period in Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates
wherever possible.

Answer: Power was legitimized in Europe by the Roman Catholic Church. The
Church had its followers follow the seven sacraments: baptism, eucharist,
confirmation, reconciliation, marriage, ordination, and last rites. If you followed
these sacraments, you would reach Salvation and go to heaven. By creating this
fear factor, people would stay because they were scared of hell and eternal
damnation. Hell was a place of demons, fire, and torture. By creating this fear,
people made it a very important part of their life to follow the sacraments no matter
what since the Church legitimizes their power. New members joined the church
often, and many stayed loyal for their whole life. Another way the church legitimized
power was through cathedrals. These cathedrals not only symbolized the church's
power but they showed how the church would always be with you. Kings and lords
also showed their power by building massive castles. Finally, power was legitimized
in medieval Europe by the Roman Catholic Church.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a clear understanding of how power was legitimized during the
medieval period in Europe, mainly focused on the role of the Roman Catholic
Church and the use of fear and sacraments.

(b) While your answer is mostly factually accurate, you could have provided more
specific examples of historical events, names, and places to support your points,
such as the role of Pope Gregory VII in the Investiture Controversy.

(c) Your writing is clear, but you could improve by adding a topic sentence at the
beginning of your answer and a concluding sentence that summarizes your main
points.

(d) You briefly touched on cause and effect relationships in your answer, but you
could further strengthen your response by discussing how the power of the church
and the fear of hell influenced the lives of people in medieval Europe or how the
construction of cathedrals and castles demonstrated the authority of the church and
nobility.

Grade: 2

Question 4: What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be
sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Answer: A situation that led to conflict was the death of Edward the Confessor in
1066. Edward was king of England, and when he died, he had no male successor.
This led to conflict about who would get the English throne. Edward had chosen
William Duke of Normandy to be his heir, but the assembly chose Harold
Godwinson to be king. In the past, Harold had made a promise to William that he
wouldn't go after the crown, but he broke his promise. Another man also claimed to
inherit the throne, Harald Hardrada, was king of Norway, and he claimed the right to
the throne. In September of 1066, Harold and Harald fought at the Stamford Bridge
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for the throne. Harold Godwinson eventually won. The next battle took place
between Harold Godwinson and William Duke of Normandy. Harold Godwinson and
his men had to walk about 250 miles to get to the battleground. They were
exhausted before the battle. This battle was known as the Battle of Hastings. It took
place in October 1066. William had great strategy and more energy compared to
Harold's men. William used a strategy where he would pretend to retreat and then
start attacking again. This method worked, and William ended up winning. The
conflict between who would become king of England was resolved. William became
king at Westminster Abbey on Christmas in 1066.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer provides a clear and detailed account of the conflict surrounding
the English throne after the death of Edward the Confessor. You effectively
described the key events and individuals involved.

(b) Your answer is factually accurate and covers the important points of the topic.

(c) Your writing is clear and well-organized, but you could improve by adding a topic
sentence at the beginning of your answer and a concluding sentence that
summarizes your main points.

(d) You did a good job of demonstrating cause and effect relationships in your
answer, such as how the death of Edward the Confessor led to conflicts over the
English throne, and how William's strategy in the Battle of Hastings helped secure
his victory.

Grade: 3

Question 5: Describe ways in which the Crusades were positive and negative
events in history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates
wherever possible.

Answer: The Crusades were positive because of trade and negative because of
many people dying. During the Crusades, there was a huge increase in trade. Due
to the building of better ships, there was an increase in trade. Goods were coming
from Asia, the Silk Road, Florence, Venice, the Middle East, and the Mediterranean
Sea. Goods like silk, spices, and other exotic things were being transported. The
negative event that happened during the Crusades was that many people died from
battle and persecution. Aside from battle, thousands of people got burned alive
because of their religion. Jews were the main target, they got blamed for things they
didn't cause, like the Black Plague. The weakening of feudalism is both a positive
and negative. It was a positive if you were a serf because you would be able to be
free and get your own job. If you were a lord, it was a negative because they lost
their main source of money. Since the serfs worked for the lords when feudalism
was weakened, there was no one to do that work for the lords. In summary, there
are multiple pros and cons because of the Crusades.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a balanced view of the positive and negative aspects of the
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Crusades, focusing on trade, religious persecution, and the weakening of feudalism.

(b) Your answer is mostly accurate, but you could have provided more specific
examples of events, names, and places related to the Crusades, such as
mentioning specific Crusades or leaders like Richard the Lionheart.

(c) Your writing is clear, but you could improve by adding a topic sentence at the
beginning of your answer and a concluding sentence that summarizes your main
points.

(d) You briefly touched on cause and effect relationships in your answer, but you
could further strengthen your response by discussing how the Crusades directly
influenced trade and religious persecution or how the weakening of feudalism
affected both serfs and lords.

Grade: 2
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society.

Feedback:
(a) You did a great job discussing the different types of the Black Death and their
effects on the human body. You also provided a thorough analysis of both negative
and positive impacts of the Black Death on society, including urban decay,
depression, weakening of feudalism, and the increase in available resources.

(b) Your answer includes accurate facts, such as the causative agent of the Black
Death (bacterium Pasteurella) and the role of fleas and rats in its transmission.
However, you could have mentioned how the Black Death affected trade and the
economy, as well as its impact on religious institutions.

(c) To improve your writing, consider adding topic and concluding sentences to give
your answer structure. For example, you could start with "The Black Death had
significant and lasting effects on Medieval European society, with both negative and
positive impacts." Then, conclude with "In summary, the Black Death led to a
variety of social, economic, and cultural changes in Medieval Europe."

(d) You mentioned some cause and effect relationships, such as the weakening of
feudalism and the increase in available resources. However, you could improve
your answer by explaining how these changes came about, using specific examples
and historical facts.

Grade: 3

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You did well in explaining the role of the Roman Catholic Church and feudalism
in legitimizing power during the medieval period. Your analysis of the sacraments
and the pope's role in crowning kings is accurate and well-presented.

(b) While your answer covers the main ways power was legitimized, you could have
mentioned the role of the Holy Roman Empire and its relationship with the Church.
Additionally, you could discuss how rulers like Charlemagne and the Normans
contributed to legitimizing power.

(c) To improve your writing, incorporate topic and concluding sentences to give your
answer structure. For example, begin with "During the medieval period in Europe,
power was legitimized through various means, such as the Roman Catholic Church
and feudalism." Conclude with "In conclusion, the medieval period saw a complex
interplay of religious and secular power structures that legitimized authority and
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provided stability in Europe."

(d) To improve your use of cause and effect, explain how the Church and feudalism
were able to maintain order and stability in society, using specific examples and
historical facts.

Grade: 3

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You did an excellent job providing specific examples of conflicts in the Middle
Ages, such as the Hundred Years War and the signing of the Magna Carta. Your
explanation of the causes and key players involved in these events is both detailed
and accurate.

(b) While your examples are well-chosen, you could have mentioned other types of
conflicts, such as religious disputes, like the Great Schism, or invasions, like the
Viking raids, which also contributed to unrest during the Middle Ages.

(c) To improve your writing, add topic and concluding sentences to give your
answer structure. For example, start with "The Middle Ages in Europe were marked
by various conflicts, driven by political, religious, and social factors." End with "In
conclusion, the Middle Ages in Europe saw a diverse range of conflicts that shaped
the political landscape and left lasting legacies."

(d) You demonstrated cause and effect relationships in your examples, such as the
effect of King John's actions on the signing of the Magna Carta. Continue to use
specific examples and historical facts to support your cause and effect analysis.

Grade: 3

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a balanced analysis of the positive and negative effects of the
Crusades, discussing the impact on warfare, cultural exchange, and feudalism.
Your identification of the Crusades' time frame and the various outcomes is
accurate and well-presented.

(b) While your answer covers many aspects of the Crusades, you could have
mentioned the impact on religious relations between Christians, Muslims, and Jews,
as well as the specific Crusades in more detail.
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(c) To improve your writing, add topic and concluding sentences for structure. For
example, begin with "The Crusades were a series of religious wars that had both
positive and negative consequences for history." Conclude with "In summary, the
Crusades left a complex legacy, with both constructive and destructive effects on
the societies involved."

(d) You mentioned some cause and effect relationships, such as the weakening of
feudalism due to knights leaving to fight. To further improve your answer, provide
more specific examples and historical facts to support your cause and effect
analysis, such as the role of Pope Urban II in calling for the First Crusade.

Grade: 3
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a detailed description of the Black Death, including its origins and
different forms. It's great that you explained how the plague spread and the various
ways people tried to explain its cause.

(b) You provided a comprehensive overview of the impacts of the Black Death on
European society. However, you should mention the impact on the economy, such
as labor shortages leading to higher wages for surviving workers.

(c) Your writing could be improved by providing a clear topic sentence and a
concluding sentence. For example, your topic sentence could be: "The Black Death
had significant and lasting impacts on Medieval European society, affecting the
economy, religion, and social structure." Your concluding sentence could be: "In
conclusion, the Black Death transformed European society in various ways, both
negative and positive, and its effects can still be felt today."

(d) To improve your use of cause and effect, you could discuss how the labor
shortages caused by the Black Death led to changes in the feudal system and the
rise of a more mobile and better-paid working class.

Grade: 3

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You did well in mentioning various ways power was legitimized during the
medieval period, such as going to church, the Magna Carta, feudalism, and
ceremonies.

(b) While you provided some specific examples, you could have included more
names and dates, such as mentioning the role of Charlemagne and the
establishment of the Holy Roman Empire in legitimizing power.

(c) Your writing could be improved by providing a clear topic sentence and a
concluding sentence. For example, your topic sentence could be: "During the
medieval period in Europe, power was legitimized through religious practices,
political documents, and social structures." Your concluding sentence could be: "In
conclusion, power during the medieval period was legitimized through a
combination of religious, political, and social factors that helped maintain stability
and order."
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(d) To improve your use of cause and effect, you could discuss how the need for
protection and order led to the development of these legitimizing practices, and how
they, in turn, contributed to the stability of the medieval European society.

Grade: 2

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided several examples of conflicts during the Middle Ages, such as
disputes between popes and kings, King John's abuse of power, and the death of
kings without heirs.

(b) While you mentioned some specific names and dates, it would be helpful to
provide more details about the events, such as the Investiture Controversy between
Pope Gregory VII and King Henry IV, and the 100 Years' War between England and
France.

(c) Your writing could be improved by providing a clear topic sentence and a
concluding sentence. For example, your topic sentence could be: "Various
situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe, often involving disputes
over power and authority." Your concluding sentence could be: "In conclusion, the
Middle Ages in Europe were marked by numerous conflicts that arose from power
struggles and other factors, shaping the course of European history."

(d) To improve your use of cause and effect, you could discuss how these conflicts
resulted in significant changes to the political landscape of Europe, such as the
development of the Magna Carta and the decline of feudalism.

Grade: 2

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You did a good job of discussing both the positive and negative aspects of the
Crusades, such as increased trade and cultural exchange, as well as death and
religious persecution.

(b) You could provide more specific examples and details, such as mentioning the
different Crusades by number or date and discussing specific events, like the Sack
of Constantinople during the Fourth Crusade.

(c) Your writing could be improved by providing a clear topic sentence and a
concluding sentence. For example, your topic sentence could be: "The Crusades
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were a series of religious wars that had both positive and negative consequences
for the people and societies involved." Your concluding sentence could be: "In
conclusion, the Crusades were complex events in history with both beneficial and
detrimental impacts on European and Middle Eastern societies."

(d) To improve your use of cause and effect, you could discuss how the desire to
reclaim the Holy Land led to the Crusades and how the Crusades, in turn, affected
the political, economic, and cultural development of Europe and the Middle East.

Grade: 2
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society:

Feedback:
(a) You did a good job summarizing the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval
European society in your first answer. You mentioned the loss of population, labor
shortages, weakening of feudalism, and how people resorted to violence and
scapegoating minority groups.

(b) However, it would have been better if you wrote a separate answer specifically
addressing the question to avoid repetition. You could also include additional points
such as the impact on the Church's authority and the rise of a more educated and
skilled workforce.

(c) To improve your writing, make sure that you have a clear topic sentence for
each answer. For example, a good topic sentence for this question could be: "The
Black Death had a profound impact on Medieval European society, leading to
significant changes in various aspects of life." Additionally, try to end your answer
with a concluding sentence that sums up the main points.

(d) In terms of cause and effect, you could elaborate on how the labor shortages led
to an increase in wages and better working conditions for the surviving peasants
and how this contributed to the weakening of the feudal system.

Grade: 2.5

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a good explanation of how the Roman Catholic Church legitimized
power through the use of fear and the Seven Sacraments. This shows a clear
understanding of the topic.

(b) However, you could have included more examples of how power was
legitimized, such as the concept of divine right of kings or the role of the feudal
system in establishing a hierarchy of power.

(c) To improve your writing, consider using more varied sentence structures and
providing a clear topic sentence at the beginning of your answer. For example,
"During the medieval period in Europe, power was legitimized through various
means, such as religious authority and social hierarchy."

(d) To better demonstrate cause and effect relationships, you could discuss how the
Church's influence over society led to its authority being questioned during times of
crisis, such as the Black Death, and how this contributed to the decline of its power
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in the later medieval period.

Grade: 2

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You did well in providing examples of conflicts during the Middle Ages, such as
the Hundred Years War and King John's abuse of power leading to the Magna
Carta.

(b) However, you could have provided more context for these conflicts, such as the
role of the feudal system and the influence of the Church in creating tensions
between different groups.

(c) To improve your writing, try to organize your answer into clear paragraphs, each
focused on a specific example or situation. Additionally, provide a topic sentence
that introduces the main idea of your answer, such as "Various situations led to
conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe, including disputes over land and power,
as well as tensions between religious and secular authorities."

(d) In terms of cause and effect, you could have discussed how the conflicts you
mentioned had long-lasting impacts on Europe, such as the establishment of
parliamentary systems following the Magna Carta and the decline of feudalism after
the Hundred Years War.

Grade: 2.5

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a balanced view of the positive and negative aspects of the
Crusades, mentioning the exchange of goods and ideas, the end of feudalism, as
well as death and persecution.

(b) However, you could have provided more specific examples and dates, such as
mentioning the First or Third Crusade, or specific leaders like Richard the Lionheart.

(c) To improve your writing, try to use more varied sentence structures and organize
your answer into clear paragraphs, each focused on either the positive or negative
aspects of the Crusades. Additionally, provide a topic sentence that introduces the
main idea of your answer, such as "The Crusades had both positive and negative
consequences for history, leading to cultural exchanges and social changes while
also causing widespread violence and persecution."
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(d) In terms of cause and effect, you could discuss how the Crusades contributed to
the rise of powerful city-states like Venice and Genoa due to their involvement in
trade during this period, and how this eventually led to the Renaissance.

Grade: 3
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society:

Feedback:
(a) You provided a clear and concise overview of the significant impacts of the
Black Death on Medieval European society, with specific focus on the weakening of
Feudalism, Peasant power, and Scapegoating. Your writing demonstrates a good
understanding of the topic.

(b) While you mentioned the three main impacts of the Black Death, you could have
included more specific information about the economic and social consequences it
had on the people who survived, such as the labor shortage and its impact on
wages, standard of living, and the development of trade. Additionally, you could
have provided an estimated death toll or percentage of the population that was
affected to emphasize the magnitude of the plague.

(c) Your writing is well-organized and clear, but you could benefit from using more
varied sentence structures and vocabulary. Also, make sure to include a topic
sentence and a concluding sentence to better structure your answer.

(d) You mentioned the cause and effect relationships between the Black Death and
its impacts on society, but you could provide more in-depth explanations of how
these events led to the changes in society, such as the reasons behind the
weakening of Feudalism and the increase in Peasant power.

Grade: 2.5 (Approaching grade level expectations)

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You did a good job explaining two key ways power was legitimized during the
medieval period in Europe: Feudalism and the Roman Catholic Church. Your
explanation of how these systems worked demonstrates your understanding of the
topic.

(b) While your answer covers the basics well, you could have provided more
specific examples, such as mentioning the role of the Pope, the Magna Carta, or
other important events and figures that influenced power during the medieval
period.

(c) Your writing is clear and well-organized, but you could benefit from using more
varied sentence structures and vocabulary. Make sure to include a topic sentence
and a concluding sentence to better structure your answer.
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(d) Your answer could have explored the cause and effect relationships in more
depth, such as explaining how the Church or Feudalism maintained power over the
people and the consequences of their actions.

Grade: 2.5 (Approaching grade level expectations)

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a clear explanation of the conflicts that arose during the Middle
Ages in Europe, and you cited specific examples like the death of Charles IV, lay
investiture, and King John.

(b) While you mentioned some significant conflicts, you could have provided more
information about other prominent conflicts during this time, such as the Crusades,
the Reconquista, and the various conflicts between medieval kingdoms.

(c) Your writing is well-organized and clear, but you could benefit from using more
varied sentence structures and vocabulary. Make sure to include a topic sentence
and a concluding sentence to better structure your answer.

(d) Your answer could have delved deeper into the cause and effect relationships,
such as explaining why these conflicts arose and their consequences on society
and politics during the Middle Ages.

Grade: 2.5 (Approaching grade level expectations)

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You did a good job highlighting both the positive and negative impacts of the
Crusades, such as the spread of ideas and cultures and religious persecution.

(b) While your answer covers the basics, you could have mentioned more specific
examples of the Crusades' positive and negative aspects, such as the development
of trade routes, the rise of the Knights Templar, or the Fourth Crusade's sacking of
Constantinople.

(c) Your writing is clear and well-organized, but you could benefit from using more
varied sentence structures and vocabulary. Also, make sure to include a topic
sentence and a concluding sentence to better structure your answer.

(d) Your answer touched on the cause and effect relationships of the Crusades, but
you could have provided more in-depth explanations of how these events led to the
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positive and negative impacts on society and culture.

Grade: 2.5 (Approaching grade level expectations)
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer provides a good overview of the different types of the plague and
its devastating impact on the European population. You also mention the role of the
Flagellants and the fear and trauma caused by the plague.

(b) While your answer is generally accurate, you might want to mention the
economic and social effects of the plague, such as the labor shortage and the
resulting changes in wages and social mobility. 

(c) Your writing could benefit from more clarity in structure. Consider using a topic
sentence to introduce the main focus of your answer and a concluding sentence to
summarize your main points.

(d) To improve cause and effect in your writing, make sure to explain how the Black
Death led to specific changes in society, such as the increasing power of peasants
and the decline of the feudal system.

Grade: 2.5

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You did well in discussing the importance of the Magna Carta and its impact on
limiting the power of the king, as well as mentioning King John and the year 1215.

(b) However, the question asks for ways in which power was legitimized, and your
answer focuses mainly on the Magna Carta. You could expand your answer by
discussing other methods of legitimizing power, such as the role of the Pope and
the Church, and the concept of divine right.

(c) Your writing could be improved by using a clear topic sentence to introduce the
main focus of your answer and a concluding sentence to summarize your main
points.

(d) To better demonstrate cause and effect, provide examples of how specific
events or agreements led to the legitimization of power during the medieval period.

Grade: 2

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
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specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer provides a clear example of conflict between the Church and the
state, focusing on Pope Gregory VII, Henry IV, and the Concordat of Worms.

(b) While your example is accurate, consider discussing other conflicts during the
Middle Ages, such as the Crusades, the Hundred Years' War, or local feudal
disputes.

(c) Improve your writing by incorporating a topic sentence to introduce the main
focus of your answer and a concluding sentence to summarize your main points.

(d) To enhance cause and effect in your writing, make sure to explain how specific
situations or events led to conflicts during the Middle Ages.

Grade: 2.5

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You did well in discussing both the negative effects, such as the many deaths
and violence, and the positive effects, like cultural exchange and the introduction of
new goods and ideas to Europe.

(b) For a more comprehensive answer, consider mentioning specific Crusades, like
the First Crusade (1096-1099) or the Fourth Crusade (1202-1204), and the impact
they had on specific regions and populations.

(c) Your writing could benefit from a clear topic sentence to introduce the main
focus of your answer and a concluding sentence to summarize your main points.

(d) To improve cause and effect in your writing, explain how specific events during
the Crusades led to the positive and negative outcomes you discuss.

Grade: 3
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a good overview of the Black Death's impact on society,
mentioning the significant loss of life and the changes that followed for both the rich
and the poor. Your comparison to the Covid-19 outbreak is also an interesting way
to connect historical events to the present day.

(b) While you touched upon the general impacts of the Black Death, some essential
details were left out, such as the decrease in the labor force leading to higher
wages for the surviving workers. Additionally, it would have been helpful to provide
more specific information about the consequences of the pandemic, such as the
decline of the feudal system or the rise of urbanization.

(c) When writing your response, try to organize your thoughts more coherently. A
strong opening sentence would help set the stage for the rest of your answer. For
example: "The Black Death had far-reaching impacts on Medieval European
society, leading to social, economic, and political changes that would reshape the
continent." Also, make sure to conclude your answer with a summary of the main
points.

(d) In discussing the cause and effect relationships, it would be beneficial to
elaborate on how specific events or changes were directly influenced by the Black
Death. For instance, you could discuss how the labor shortage caused by the
pandemic led to the increased demand for labor-saving technologies, such as the
printing press.

Grade: 2

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided two interesting examples of how power was legitimized during the
medieval period: Charlemagne's alliance with the Church and William the
Conqueror's elimination of his opponents. These examples help illustrate the
different strategies used by rulers to secure their power.

(b) Although your examples are relevant, you missed some other important aspects
of legitimizing power, such as the concept of divine right, the use of marriage
alliances, and the establishment of legal systems. Adding these elements would
have provided a more comprehensive picture of power dynamics during the
medieval period.
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(c) Your writing could benefit from clearer organization and more focus on the main
points. Start with a topic sentence that outlines the ways power was legitimized, and
then provide specific examples for each method. Also, try to wrap up your answer
with a concluding sentence that summarizes the main points.

(d) To improve your use of cause and effect, explain how the different strategies for
legitimizing power led to specific outcomes. For instance, you could discuss how
Charlemagne's alliance with the Church not only helped him expand his empire but
also contributed to the spread of Christianity across Europe.

Grade: 2

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided two detailed examples of conflict during the Middle Ages: the
invasion of England in 1066 and the power struggle between Henry IV and the
Pope. These examples illustrate the various causes of conflict during this time, such
as disputes over land and power struggles between religious and political leaders.

(b) While your examples are informative, it would have been helpful to mention
other types of conflicts that occurred during the Middle Ages, such as the Crusades,
the Hundred Years' War, or internal conflicts within kingdoms. Including these
additional examples would have given a more comprehensive view of the conflicts
that shaped this period.

(c) To improve your writing, start with a topic sentence that clearly states the
purpose of your answer, such as: "Conflicts during the Middle Ages in Europe arose
from various sources, including disputes over land, struggles for power, and
religious differences." Also, make sure to wrap up your answer with a concluding
sentence that summarizes the main points.

(d) When discussing cause and effect, explain how specific situations led to conflict
and the consequences of these conflicts. For example, you could discuss how the
power struggle between Henry IV and the Pope further strained relationships
between the Church and secular rulers, leading to ongoing tensions throughout the
Middle Ages.

Grade: 2.5

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer provides a balanced view of the positive and negative impacts of
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the Crusades, highlighting the increased trade between Christians and Muslims and
the cultural exchange that took place, as well as the war crimes committed and the
spread of disease. This approach helps readers understand the complex nature of
the Crusades.

(b) While you mentioned some of the positive and negative aspects of the
Crusades, you could have provided more specific information about the different
Crusades that took place, the key figures involved, and the long-term
consequences of these conflicts. For instance, mentioning the fall of Jerusalem in
1099 during the First Crusade and its eventual recapture by Saladin in 1187 could
have added more depth to your answer.

(c) To improve your writing, begin with a topic sentence that clearly states your
intention to discuss both the positive and negative impacts of the Crusades. Also,
try to organize your thoughts more coherently, grouping the positive and negative
impacts together for easier comprehension. Finally, conclude your answer with a
summary of the main points you discussed.

(d) In terms of cause and effect, explain how the Crusades led to specific changes
in both Christian and Muslim societies. For example, you could discuss how the
Crusades contributed to the weakening of the Byzantine Empire, which eventually
fell to the Ottoman Turks in 1453.

Grade: 2.5
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society.

Feedback:
(a) You did a good job of describing the Black Death and its initial impacts on the
population of Europe. You also mentioned the chain reaction of impacts, such as
questioning the legitimacy of the Church, job and trade shortages, and the need for
monarchs to create stability.

(b) Your description of the Black Death's symptoms and contagiousness is
accurate. However, the population decrease estimate could be more precise, as it is
generally accepted that around 75-200 million people died in Europe during the
Black Death.

(c) Your writing could benefit from more clear topic sentences and conclusions. For
example, a topic sentence could be: "The Black Death had lasting and profound
impacts on Medieval European society, from population decline to shifts in power
dynamics."

(d) You could improve your use of cause and effect in your writing by providing
more specific examples of how the population decline led to changes in society. For
example, you could mention how the labor shortage led to an increase in wages for
the working class.

Grade: 2.5

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a clear example of King John and the Magna Carta as a way
power was legitimized. You also pointed out the role of the Roman Catholic Church
in legitimizing power through Christianity.

(b) Your facts are accurate, but you could add more specific examples of how the
Church and monarchs legitimized their power, such as the Divine Right of Kings or
the Pope's ability to excommunicate people.

(c) Your writing could benefit from more clear topic sentences and conclusions. For
example, a topic sentence could be: "Power was legitimized in the medieval period
through both secular and religious means, such as the Magna Carta and the
authority of the Roman Catholic Church."

(d) You could improve your use of cause and effect in your writing by explaining the
consequences of people questioning the legitimacy of their rulers or the Church,
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such as social unrest or the rise of alternative religious movements.

Grade: 2.5

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You did well in providing examples of conflicts during the Middle Ages, such as
the Black Death and power vacuums leading to the Hundred Years War.

(b) Your facts are mostly accurate. However, it would be helpful to provide more
specific dates for the events you described, such as the start of the Hundred Years
War in 1337.

(c) Your writing could benefit from more clear topic sentences and conclusions. For
example, a topic sentence could be: "Various situations, such as the Black Death
and power struggles among rulers, led to conflicts during the Middle Ages in
Europe."

(d) You could improve your use of cause and effect in your writing by explaining the
long-term consequences of these conflicts on European society, such as the rise of
powerful monarchies or the decline of feudalism.

Grade: 2.5

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You mentioned some positive aspects of the Crusades, such as increased trade
and the weakening of feudalism. However, your description of the negative aspects
of the Crusades is incomplete and could be expanded upon.

(b) In addition to the negatives you listed, you could mention the sack of
Constantinople in 1204, which weakened the Byzantine Empire and strained
relations between the Eastern and Western Churches.

(c) Your writing could benefit from more clear topic sentences and conclusions. For
example, a topic sentence could be: "The Crusades had a mix of positive and
negative impacts on medieval society, from increased trade to widespread suffering
and conflict."

(d) You could improve your use of cause and effect in your writing by explaining
how the Crusades led to both positive and negative outcomes, such as the
exchange of ideas and technology or the persecution of religious minorities.
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Grade: 2
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society:

Feedback:
(a) Your answer provides a good overview of the Black Death and its impact on
Medieval European society. You effectively explain the origins and different forms of
the plague, as well as the devastating consequences it had on the population. You
also mention some interesting points about the effects on peasants and
technological advancements.

(b) While you provide a good general overview, there are some factual inaccuracies
in your answer. For example, you mention that the Black Death originated in China
in 1330, but recent research suggests that it may have originated in the region of
Central Asia or the Caspian Sea. Additionally, the printing press was not invented
during the time of the Black Death, but much later in the 15th century.

(c) To improve your writing technique, consider using topic sentences to clearly
introduce your main points and a concluding sentence to wrap up your thoughts.
This will make your answer more organized and easier to follow.

(d) You touch on some cause and effect relationships, such as the peasants
revolting due to a reduced workforce. However, you could expand on this by
discussing how the death of so many people led to economic changes and social
upheaval in more detail.

Grade: 2

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provide a solid understanding of the ways in which power was legitimized
during the medieval period, such as through the Church and the concept of divine
right. Your inclusion of specific examples like the Bayeux Tapestry and the Magna
Carta strengthens your argument.

(b) Your answer is mostly accurate, but could benefit from the inclusion of more
specific dates and details. For example, mention that the Bayeux Tapestry was
created around 1070, and that the Magna Carta was signed by King John of
England.

(c) To improve your writing technique, try using topic sentences to introduce your
main points and a concluding sentence to summarize your thoughts. This will make
your answer more organized and easier to follow.
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(d) In this question, cause and effect relationships are not as prominent, but you
could discuss how the power structures in place led to the development of certain
documents or practices.

Grade: 3

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer provides a clear explanation of one major conflict during the Middle
Ages, the conflict between Henry IV and Pope Gregory VII. You describe the events
leading up to this conflict, as well as the consequences.

(b) Your answer is mostly accurate, but could benefit from the inclusion of more
specific dates and details, such as mentioning that the conflict between Henry IV
and Pope Gregory VII took place in the late 11th century.

(c) Consider using a topic sentence to introduce your main point and a concluding
sentence to summarize your thoughts. This will make your answer more organized
and easier to follow.

(d) You demonstrate a clear cause and effect relationship between the conflict over
lay investiture and the resulting struggle between Henry IV and Pope Gregory VII.
However, you could also discuss other conflicts that took place during the Middle
Ages, such as disputes over land and resources or wars between kingdoms.

Grade: 2

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer provides a balanced view of the positive and negative aspects of
the Crusades, including the impact on the economy, cultural exchange, and the
consequences of violence between different religious groups.

(b) While you provide some specific examples, adding more dates and details
would strengthen your argument. For example, you could mention the First
Crusade, which took place between 1096 and 1099, and the fact that there were
multiple Crusades over the nearly 200-year period.

(c) To improve your writing technique, consider using topic sentences to introduce
your main points and a concluding sentence to summarize your thoughts. This will
make your answer more organized and easier to follow.
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(d) You touch on some cause and effect relationships, such as the economic
benefits resulting from increased trade during the Crusades. However, you could
expand on this by discussing how the Crusades led to long-lasting tensions
between different religious groups.

Grade: 3
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a thorough explanation of the different forms of the Black Death
and their symptoms, as well as the various ways in which people in Medieval
Europe tried to make sense of the plague. You also mentioned some of the positive
outcomes, such as fewer food shortages and the rise of inventions like the mill and
printing press.

(b) Your answer could benefit from more specific dates and statistics to support
your points. For example, you could mention that the Black Death is estimated to
have killed 25 million people in Europe between 1347 and 1351.

(c) Your writing could benefit from a clear topic sentence that states the main point
of your answer. Additionally, try to include a concluding sentence that summarizes
your main points and brings your answer to a close.

(d) You could improve your use of cause and effect by explaining more about how
the Black Death led to the innovations you mentioned, such as the mill and the
printing press.

Grade: 3

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a clear explanation of how the Roman Catholic Church and the
Magna Carta legitimized power. Your inclusion of specific examples, such as the 7
Sacraments and King John, helps support your argument.

(b) You could have mentioned other ways power was legitimized during the
medieval period, such as through the feudal system and the role of kings and
queens.

(c) Your writing could benefit from clearer topic and concluding sentences to help
guide the reader through your answer.

(d) Incorporate more cause and effect relationships by explaining how the Magna
Carta and the Concordat of Worms came to be and their lasting impacts on the
power structures of medieval Europe.

Grade: 3
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Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a detailed example of the conflict between Pope Gregory VII and
King Henry IV, demonstrating your understanding of the tensions between the
church and state during the Middle Ages.

(b) You could have included additional examples of conflicts and their causes, such
as the Hundred Years' War between England and France, or the Crusades.

(c) Your writing could benefit from clearer topic and concluding sentences, as well
as smoother transitions between ideas to make your answer more coherent.

(d) Show more cause and effect relationships by explaining how certain events, like
the Concordat of Worms, were direct outcomes of conflicts between opposing
factions.

Grade: 2

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a balanced view of the Crusades, detailing both positive and
negative impacts on history. Your inclusion of specific examples, such as the
opening of trade routes and the exchange of culture, strengthens your argument.

(b) You could have been more specific with dates and names of key figures
involved in the Crusades, such as the different Crusader campaigns and their
leaders.

(c) Your writing could benefit from clearer topic and concluding sentences to help
guide the reader through your answer.

(d) Further develop cause and effect relationships by explaining how specific events
or decisions during the Crusades led to the various positive and negative outcomes
you mentioned.

Grade: 3
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society:

Feedback:
(a) You did a good job of identifying the effect of the Black Death on society,
including the increase in peasant power and the weakening of feudalism. You also
mentioned how the death of nobles opened up opportunities for peasants to gain
more power.

(b) While you provided a general overview of the impacts of the Black Death, you
could have included more specific examples or statistics to showcase the
magnitude of the plague. For instance, mentioning that the Black Death killed an
estimated 25 million people, which was around one-third of Europe's population at
the time, would have added more weight to your answer.

(c) To improve your writing, consider using topic and concluding sentences. A topic
sentence could be: "The Black Death had profound impacts on Medieval European
society, including shifts in power dynamics and economic instability." A concluding
sentence could be: "In conclusion, the Black Death drastically altered the social and
economic landscape of Medieval Europe."

(d) To better demonstrate cause and effect relationships in your answer, you could
discuss how the reduced workforce caused by the Black Death led to labor
shortages and higher wages, which in turn contributed to the decline of the feudal
system.

Grade: 2

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You did well in identifying the Roman Catholic Church and feudalism as two
major ways of legitimizing power in medieval Europe. You also provided a clear
explanation of how both institutions functioned and gained power.

(b) While you provided a general overview of the Church and feudalism, you could
have included more specific examples, such as mentioning key figures like Pope
Gregory VII or powerful monarchs like Charlemagne. Also, it would have been
helpful to add more context to these examples, such as mentioning the period when
the Catholic Church was most powerful or the rise and decline of feudalism.

(c) To improve your writing, consider using a topic sentence to introduce the main
focus of your answer. For example: "During the medieval period in Europe, power
was legitimized through the Roman Catholic Church and the feudal system." A
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concluding sentence could be: "In summary, the medieval period in Europe was
characterized by the interplay of religious and secular power dynamics."

(d) To enhance the cause and effect in your writing, you could discuss how the
Church's role in providing spiritual guidance and protection helped maintain social
order, and how the feudal system's hierarchical structure allowed for the efficient
distribution of resources and responsibilities.

Grade: 2.5

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a solid overview of two major conflicts during the Middle Ages in
Europe: the Hundred Years War and the Lay Investiture Controversy. You also
mentioned specific battles and events that took place during these conflicts, which
demonstrates your understanding of the topic.

(b) Your answer covered the main points of the conflicts, but you could have
provided more context in your examples. For instance, you could have mentioned
the role of Joan of Arc in the Hundred Years War or the fact that the Lay Investiture
Controversy was part of the larger struggle for power between the Church and
secular rulers.

(c) To improve your writing, consider using a topic sentence to introduce the main
focus of your answer. For example: "Several significant conflicts arose during the
Middle Ages in Europe, most notably the Hundred Years War and the Lay
Investiture Controversy." A concluding sentence could be: "In conclusion, these
conflicts shaped the political and religious landscape of medieval Europe and had
lasting effects on the balance of power."

(d) To better demonstrate cause and effect relationships in your answer, you could
discuss how the root causes of the conflicts were often disputes over power and
control, and how these conflicts led to various consequences such as political
instability, economic disruption, and social upheaval.

Grade: 3

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a balanced perspective on the Crusades, highlighting both the
negative aspects, such as death and destruction, and the positive impacts, like the
exchange of ideas. Your answer acknowledges that the Crusades had varying

Page 2



b_feedback_47_05-16-2023_09-22-39.txt

effects on different people.

(b) While you touched upon the main ideas, your answer could benefit from more
specific examples and details. For instance, mentioning the First Crusade
(1096-1099) or the fall of Jerusalem in 1099 would provide more context.
Additionally, you could discuss the role of specific historical figures, like Pope Urban
II, who played a significant role in initiating the Crusades.

(c) To improve your writing, consider using a topic sentence to introduce the main
focus of your answer. For example: "The Crusades were a series of religious wars
that had both positive and negative consequences for medieval Europe and the
Middle East." A concluding sentence could be: "Overall, the Crusades had a
complex legacy, with far-reaching effects on the political, economic, and cultural
landscape of the time."

(d) To enhance the cause and effect in your writing, you could discuss how the
Crusades led to increased trade between Europe and the Middle East, which in turn
contributed to the growth of cities and the spread of knowledge, as well as the
negative consequences, such as the deepening of religious divisions and
animosities.

Grade: 2.5
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society:

Feedback:
(a) You provided a good overview of the impact of the Black Death on European
society, touching on various aspects such as depopulation, trade loss, inflation, and
the weakening of the church's authority. Your mention of peasant revolts and the
decline of the feudal system indicate an understanding of the broader implications
of the plague.

(b) Your facts about the death toll and the timeline of the Black Death are generally
accurate. However, you could have provided more specific examples of the
consequences of the plague, such as the Great Famine of 1315-1317, which further
exacerbated the crisis.

(c) To improve your writing, consider using topic sentences to clearly state the focus
of each paragraph, and concluding sentences to summarize the main points.
Additionally, try to avoid run-on sentences and use more varied sentence
structures.

(d) In terms of cause and effect, you could further explore the relationship between
the Black Death and the rise of towns, as well as the role of the plague in promoting
scientific and medical advancements.

Grade:
3 (Meeting grade level expectations)

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You did well in discussing different ways power was legitimized during the
medieval period, such as the use of fear and claiming divine right. You also
provided an example of the Magna Carta and its influence on the distribution of
power.

(b) While you mentioned the Roman Catholic Church and King John, more specific
examples of how power was legitimized would strengthen your answer. For
instance, you could discuss Charlemagne's coronation by Pope Leo III in 800,
which established the concept of the Holy Roman Empire.

(c) To improve your writing, use topic sentences to clearly state the focus of each
paragraph, and concluding sentences to summarize the main points. Additionally,
aim for more varied sentence structures and avoid run-on sentences.
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(d) You could delve deeper into the cause and effect relationship between the
methods of legitimizing power and the development of political and religious
institutions during the medieval period.

Grade:
2 (Approaching grade level expectations)

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a clear overview of different situations that led to conflict during
the Middle Ages, such as succession crises, and conflicts between the church and
state. Your example of the conflict following Edward the Confessor's death was
well-chosen and detailed.

(b) While your examples are accurate, you could have included other major conflicts
of the period, such as the Hundred Years' War between England and France, or the
Reconquista in Spain.

(c) To improve your writing, use topic sentences to clearly state the focus of each
paragraph, and concluding sentences to summarize the main points. Additionally,
aim for more varied sentence structures and avoid run-on sentences.

(d) In terms of cause and effect, you could further explore the long-term
consequences of these conflicts, such as the strengthening of national identities
and the development of new military technologies.

Grade:
3 (Meeting grade level expectations)

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a balanced analysis of both the positive and negative aspects of
the Crusades, discussing trade, exchange of ideas, Peace of God, Truce of God,
and the negative consequences for Jews and Muslims.

(b) While your general overview is accurate, you could strengthen your answer with
more specific examples, such as the establishment of the Kingdom of Jerusalem in
1099, or the role of the Knights Templar and other military orders during the
Crusades.

(c) To improve your writing, use topic sentences to clearly state the focus of each
paragraph, and concluding sentences to summarize the main points. Additionally,
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aim for more varied sentence structures and avoid run-on sentences.

(d) In terms of cause and effect, you could discuss how the Crusades influenced the
relationship between Europe and the Islamic world, as well as the impact of the
Crusades on the development of European culture and politics.

Grade:
3 (Meeting grade level expectations)
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a clear explanation of the Black Death and its impacts on
European society, mentioning its origins and the different types of the disease. You
also discussed its long-lasting effects, touching upon important topics such as labor
shortages, the church's decline, and the diversification of crops.

(b) Overall, the factual information included in your answer is accurate. However,
you could have mentioned the role of trade routes in spreading the disease, as well
as some specific countries and regions that were heavily affected.

(c) To improve your writing, consider incorporating a topic sentence to better
introduce your answer, and a conclusion to summarize your main points. For
example, you could begin your answer with a sentence like, "The Black Death had
a profound impact on Medieval European society, leading to significant changes in
various aspects of life." This would give the reader a clear idea of what to expect in
your answer.

(d) In terms of cause and effect, you did a good job explaining how the Black Death
led to labor shortages and the decline of the church. You could further elaborate on
the cause and effect relationship between the diversification of crops and the overall
improvement in the European population's diet and health.

Grade: 3

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You did well in identifying two key ways power was legitimized in medieval
Europe: the role of the Roman Catholic Church and the Magna Carta. You provided
a good explanation of the church's influence on society and the significance of the
Magna Carta in limiting the king's power.

(b) While you provided accurate information about the Roman Catholic Church and
the Magna Carta, you could have mentioned more specific examples, such as the
role of the Pope in legitimizing power or the specific rights outlined in the Magna
Carta.

(c) Your writing could be improved by using topic and concluding sentences, as well
as incorporating more specific examples. For instance, you could start with a topic
sentence like, "During the medieval period in Europe, power was legitimized
through various methods, including the influence of the Roman Catholic Church and
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the establishment of the Magna Carta."

(d) To better demonstrate cause and effect, you could explore how the Pope's role
in legitimizing rulers led to a stronger relationship between the church and state,
and how the Magna Carta established the principle of rule of law, which influenced
the development of modern democratic systems.

Grade: 2.5

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a clear explanation of the Hundred Years War as a major conflict
during the Middle Ages in Europe. You touched upon the causes of the war and its
impact on relations between France and England.

(b) While the Hundred Years War is an important example, there were other
significant conflicts during the Middle Ages in Europe that you could have
discussed, such as religious conflicts or the ongoing struggles between rival
kingdoms.

(c) To improve your writing, consider using a topic sentence that introduces the
main theme of your answer and a concluding sentence to summarize your main
points. For example, a topic sentence like, "Various situations led to conflicts during
the Middle Ages in Europe, including disputes over succession and religious
tensions."

(d) In terms of cause and effect, you could elaborate on the long-term
consequences of the Hundred Years War on both France and England, as well as
the impact of other conflicts on the political and social landscape of medieval
Europe.

Grade: 2

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a balanced view of the Crusades, highlighting both positive and
negative aspects. You mentioned the increase in trade and exchange of ideas as
positives, while discussing the loss of life and religious persecution as negatives.

(b) While the general information is accurate, you could have provided more
specific examples and details, such as mentioning particular Crusades or the
leaders involved, and the effects of the Crusades on specific regions or
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communities.

(c) Your writing could be improved with the use of topic and concluding sentences,
as well as incorporating more specific examples. For instance, a topic sentence like,
"The Crusades, a series of religious wars in the medieval period, had both positive
and negative impacts on the societies involved."

(d) To enhance your explanation of cause and effect, consider discussing how the
increase in trade led to economic growth and cultural exchange, and how the
religious persecution and violence during the Crusades contributed to long-lasting
tensions between different religious groups.

Grade: 3
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society:

Feedback:
(a) You did an excellent job in describing the various impacts of the Black Death on
Medieval European society. Your answer covered a wide range of effects, including
the psychological impact on people, the decline of the church's influence, the rise of
the flagellant movement, and the economic and feudal system changes. You
provided a comprehensive and well-structured answer.

(b) Your answer was factually accurate and provided a good coverage of the topic.
However, you could have mentioned the role of the bubonic, septicemic, and
pneumonic plagues in causing the Black Death and the transmission of the disease
through fleas on rats.

(c) To improve your writing, consider adding a topic sentence to introduce the main
idea of your answer and a concluding sentence to summarize your main points.
This will make your answer more cohesive and easier to follow.

(d) You demonstrated a good understanding of cause and effect relationships in
your answer. For example, you explained how the decline in population led to
economic changes, such as the decrease in trade and the rise in inflation. To
further strengthen your answer, you could delve deeper into how these economic
changes led to the decline of the feudal system and the rise of towns and cities.

Grade: 3

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer provided a detailed and informative description of how power was
legitimized during the medieval period in Europe. You effectively explained the role
of the feudal system, manorialism, and the church in legitimizing power.

(b) Your answer was mostly factually accurate, but you could have mentioned
specific kings and queens who were seen as being chosen by God, such as
Charlemagne or King Henry II of England.

(c) To improve your writing techniques, consider adding a clear topic sentence at
the beginning of your answer to introduce the main idea and a concluding sentence
to summarize your main points.

(d) You could further explore the cause and effect relationships in your answer by
discussing how power struggles between the church and state led to conflicts and
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changes in the political landscape of Europe.

Grade: 3

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a comprehensive answer that covered various situations leading
to conflicts during the Middle Ages in Europe. Your examples of political, religious,
and church versus state conflicts were well-explained and relevant.

(b) Your answer was factually accurate and provided good coverage of the topic.
However, you could have mentioned additional examples, such as the Great
Schism and the strife between the Guelphs and Ghibellines in Italy.

(c) To improve your writing, consider adding a topic sentence at the beginning of
your answer and a concluding sentence to summarize your main points, making
your answer more cohesive and easier to follow.

(d) You demonstrated a good understanding of cause and effect relationships in
your answer. To further strengthen your answer, you could delve deeper into the
consequences of these conflicts, such as how they shaped the political and
religious landscape of Europe.

Grade: 3

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You did a great job in discussing both the positive and negative aspects of the
Crusades. Your answer covered the cultural, economic, and political effects, as well
as the consequences for relations between Christians and Muslims.

(b) Your answer was factually accurate and provided a good coverage of the topic.
However, you could have mentioned specific Crusades, such as the First Crusade
and the capture of Jerusalem in 1099, or the Fourth Crusade and the sack of
Constantinople in 1204.

(c) To improve your writing techniques, consider adding a topic sentence at the
beginning of your answer to introduce the main idea and a concluding sentence to
summarize your main points.

(d) You demonstrated a good understanding of cause and effect relationships in
your answer. To further strengthen your answer, you could explore how the

Page 2



b_feedback_manually.txt

Crusades influenced the development of Europe and the Middle East in the long
term, shaping the course of history.

Grade: 3
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society:

Feedback:
(a) Your answer does a good job of discussing the various impacts of the Black
Death on European society, including its effects on population, labor shortages, and
changes in thinking. You also touched on how the Black Death affected agriculture
and burial practices.

(b) However, there are some inaccuracies and missing information in your
response. The dates for Sillione and scaffa are incorrect (1317), as the Black Death
occurred in the mid-14th century. Additionally, it would be helpful to provide more
specific examples of how the Black Death led to new ideas and the Renaissance.

(c) In terms of writing techniques, try to begin your response with a topic sentence
that summarizes the main idea of your answer, and conclude with a sentence that
wraps up your points. This will help guide the reader through your response.

(d) To improve your use of cause and effect, consider explaining how the labor
shortage led to higher wages and how the sudden shift in population dynamics
contributed to new ideas and the beginning of the Renaissance.

Grade: 2

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You correctly identified the various sources of legitimacy during the medieval
period in Europe, such as religious authority, nobility, hereditary succession,
economic control, and military force.

(b) When discussing specific examples, you mentioned King Henry but did not
specify which King Henry you were referring to, as there were several throughout
history. Providing more specific examples of rulers and how they legitimized their
power would strengthen your answer.

(c) As with the previous question, try to incorporate a topic and concluding sentence
to improve the structure and flow of your response.

(d) To improve your use of cause and effect, explain how these sources of
legitimacy reinforced each other and allowed rulers to maintain control over their
subjects.

Grade: 2
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Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer identifies the key elements that led to conflict during the Middle
Ages in Europe, such as land, power, and religion.

(b) However, your response lacks specific examples to support your points. Try to
incorporate instances of conflicts, including relevant historical figures, locations, and
dates to strengthen your response.

(c) As with previous questions, aim to include a topic and concluding sentence to
guide the reader through your response.

(d) To improve your use of cause and effect, discuss how these factors often
interplayed and led to complex conflicts with multiple causes.

Grade: 1

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer acknowledges that the Crusades had both positive and negative
aspects.

(b) However, your response is incomplete and lacks specific examples of both
positive and negative outcomes of the Crusades. Providing details such as the
exchange of ideas, technology, and trade between different cultures, as well as the
violence and religious conflict that resulted from the Crusades, would improve your
answer.

(c) As with previous questions, try to include a topic and concluding sentence to
help structure your response.

(d) To improve your use of cause and effect, discuss how the Crusades led to both
positive and negative consequences and how these outcomes shaped the course of
history.

Grade: 1
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society.

Feedback:
(a) You did well in mentioning depopulation, urban decay, and the impact on trade
and food shortages as consequences of the Black Death. The inclusion of the
Flagellants also adds depth to your answer.

(b) While your overall coverage of the topic is good, there is a need for more
specific details and accurate facts. For example, you mentioned that "over 200
people in one city were dying a day," but it would be more accurate to state that
death rates varied depending on the city or region. 

(c) Your writing could benefit from better organization and more focused topic
sentences. For example, instead of starting with "The Black Death has impacted
Medieval European Society in many ways...", you could write, "The Black Death
profoundly affected Medieval European society through depopulation, urban decay,
and disrupted trade." Also, try to avoid repetition and use more varied sentence
structures.

(d) To improve your use of cause and effect, provide more specific examples of how
the Black Death led to the consequences you mentioned. For instance, you could
discuss the psychological impact on survivors and how that contributed to the rise
of the Flagellants.

Grade: 2 (Approaching grade level expectations)

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a clear explanation of how the Roman Catholic Church played a
role in legitimizing power during medieval Europe. The examples of King John, the
Magna Carta, and the banning of Lay Investiture are also well-chosen and relevant
to the question.

(b) Your answer contains accurate facts and covers the main aspects of power
legitimization during this period. However, you could have mentioned the role of
feudalism and the relationship between lords and vassals in legitimizing power.

(c) Your writing could benefit from stronger topic and concluding sentences. For
instance, you could begin with, "Power in medieval Europe was legitimized through
the influence of the Roman Catholic Church, the enforcement of legal documents,
and the establishment of political boundaries."
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(d) To improve your use of cause and effect, explain how the examples you
provided, such as the Magna Carta, led to changes in the balance of power in
medieval Europe.

Grade: 3 (Meeting grade level expectations)

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided specific examples of conflicts during the Middle Ages, such as the
Hundred Years' War and the Battle of Hastings. Your mention of the reasons
behind these conflicts is also well done.

(b) Your facts are mostly accurate, but you could have provided more details about
the causes of these conflicts, such as the role of competing claims to the throne and
the influence of national identity.

(c) Your writing could benefit from better organization and clearer topic sentences.
Instead of starting with "One situation that led to conflict during the Middle Ages...",
you could write, "Conflicts in the Middle Ages were often fueled by power vacuums,
competing royal claims, and national rivalries."

(d) To improve your use of cause and effect, elaborate on how the specific
situations you mentioned, such as the death of King Charles, led to the conflicts you
described.

Grade: 2 (Approaching grade level expectations)

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You successfully provided both positive and negative aspects of the Crusades,
such as the exchange of trade and ideas and the persecution of Jews.

(b) Your answer could be improved with more specific examples and accurate facts.
For instance, you could mention the various Crusades by name and date, as well as
the specific cities and regions involved in the trade exchanges.

(c) Your writing could benefit from better organization and more focused topic
sentences. For example, instead of starting with "there are many positives and
negatives in history that are imported by the crusades," you could write, "The
Crusades had both positive and negative consequences, including the expansion of
trade, the weakening of feudalism, and the persecution of religious minorities."
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(d) To improve your use of cause and effect, provide more specific examples of how
the Crusades led to the consequences you mentioned, such as the role of crusader
states in facilitating trade between Europe and Asia.

Grade: 2 (Approaching grade level expectations)
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society:

Feedback:
(a) You did a good job outlining the various impacts of the Black Death on society,
such as the labor shortages, increased wages, loss of power for feudal lords, and
the changes in public health. Your answer is well-organized and covers the main
points effectively.

(b) Your answer is factually accurate in terms of the effects of the Black Death on
Medieval European society. However, you could have mentioned the decline in
trade due to the fear of contagion and the impact on the Church as people began to
question religious institutions when prayers failed to stop the plague.

(c) Your writing is clear and concise, which is appropriate for your grade level. To
improve, try incorporating topic and concluding sentences that better frame your
response. For example, you could start with "The Black Death had profound and
lasting impacts on Medieval European society" and conclude with "In conclusion,
the Black Death reshaped Medieval Europe socially and economically."

(d) You could improve your use of cause and effect by elaborating on how the labor
shortages led to increased wages and the loss of power for feudal lords. For
instance, you could mention that with fewer workers available, the demand for labor
increased, leading to higher wages and improved living conditions for some
peasants.

Grade: 3

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a clear and concise explanation of how power was legitimized in
Medieval Europe through the Church and the feudal system. You also mentioned
Charlemagne as an example which demonstrates your understanding of the topic.

(b) Your answer is factually accurate, but you could have provided more specific
examples, such as the role of the Pope in legitimizing power, or the signing of the
Magna Carta in 1215, which limited the power of the English king and set the
foundation for constitutional monarchy.

(c) Your writing is clear and appropriate for your grade level. However, consider
adding topic and concluding sentences to better frame your response. For example,
you could start with "During the medieval period in Europe, power was legitimized
primarily through the Church and the feudal system" and conclude with "In
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summary, the Church and the feudal system played key roles in legitimizing power
in Medieval Europe."

(d) You could improve your use of cause and effect by discussing how the Church's
support of monarchs reinforced their rule and how the feudal system's structure led
to the establishment of a hierarchy of power in society.

Grade: 3

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You did a good job identifying the key conflicts during the Middle Ages in
Europe, such as the Hundred Years War and the Crusades. Your answer is
organized and demonstrates an understanding of the causes of these conflicts.

(b) While your answer is factually accurate, you could have provided more
information on the causes of these conflicts, such as political rivalries, economic
competition, and religious differences.

(c) Your writing is clear, but consider adding topic and concluding sentences to
better frame your response. For example, you could start with "There were several
situations that led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe" and conclude with
"Overall, these conflicts stemmed from a variety of factors, including religious,
political, and economic rivalry."

(d) You could improve your use of cause and effect by discussing how the desire for
land and resources, religious differences, and political ambitions contributed to the
conflicts you mentioned in your answer.

Grade: 3

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a balanced view of the Crusades, identifying both positive and
negative events. Your answer is well-organized and demonstrates an
understanding of the topic.

(b) Your answer is factually accurate, but you could have provided more specific
examples, such as the establishment of new trade routes, the spread of culture and
knowledge, and the impact on the relationship between the East and West.

(c) Your writing is clear and appropriate for your grade level. However, consider
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adding topic and concluding sentences to better frame your response. For example,
you could start with "The Crusades, a series of religious wars between Muslims and
Christians, had both positive and negative consequences" and conclude with "In
conclusion, the Crusades left a lasting legacy on the world, with both beneficial and
detrimental effects."

(d) You could improve your use of cause and effect by discussing how the
Crusades led to cultural exchange, as well as the lasting impact on relationships
between Christians and Muslims.

Grade: 3
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society.

Feedback:
(a) You did well in discussing the long-lasting effects of the Black Death on Europe,
from the weakening of feudalism to the changes in the social structure of society.
Your mention of the impact on the church and people's beliefs is also a strong point
in your answer.

(b) Overall, your response is factually accurate. However, you could have
mentioned the specific time period of the Black Death (1347-1351) to give more
context. Additionally, you could discuss more about the economic impacts, such as
the labor shortage and its effect on wages.

(c) To improve your writing, consider providing a clear topic sentence at the
beginning of your answer to guide the reader. Additionally, a concluding sentence
could help to summarize the main points made in your response.

(d) In terms of cause and effect, you could delve deeper into how the weakening of
the church led to a shift in power dynamics within society and how the economic
changes influenced the eventual decline of feudalism.

Grade: 2.5

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You did well in explaining the role of the Roman Catholic Church and the feudal
system in legitimizing power during the medieval period. The inclusion of how the
church controlled sacraments and the hierarchical nature of feudalism adds depth
to your answer.

(b) Your response is factually accurate, but it would have been stronger if you
provided more specific examples, such as the role of the Pope in crowning
monarchs or the divine right of kings.

(c) To improve your writing, consider including a clear topic sentence and a
concluding sentence. This would make your answer more cohesive and easier to
follow.

(d) In terms of cause and effect, you could explore how the dependence on the
church and the feudal system led to a balance of power between different social
classes and the stability of the society during that time.
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Grade: 2.5

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer provides a good overview of the different types of conflicts that
occurred during the Middle Ages, such as disputes over succession and clashes
between secular and religious authority. Your use of specific examples, like the 100
Years War and the conflict between Pope Gregory VII and Henry IV, strengthens
your response.

(b) Your response is factually accurate, and you provided specific names, places,
and dates that support your points.

(c) To improve your writing, consider adding a clear topic sentence at the beginning
of your response and a concluding sentence to summarize your main points.

(d) In terms of cause and effect, you could explore how these conflicts shaped the
political landscape of Europe and influenced the development of nation-states and
the role of the church in politics.

Grade: 3

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer provides a balanced view of the positive and negative impacts of
the Crusades. You did well in discussing the effects on trade, cultural exchange,
and the weakening of feudalism, as well as the persecution of Jews and the loss of
stability in Europe.

(b) Your response is factually accurate, but you could strengthen it by providing
more specific examples or mentioning the time period of the Crusades (1096-1291).

(c) To improve your writing, consider adding a clear topic sentence at the beginning
of your response and a concluding sentence to summarize your main points.

(d) In terms of cause and effect, you could further explore how the Crusades led to
lasting changes in the political, economic, and social landscape of Europe and the
Middle East.

Grade: 2.5
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````
Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society:
```

Feedback:
(a) You provided a good overview of the impact of the Black Death on society,
focusing on the people's reactions to the plague. Your mention of the people turning
to the Church and various beliefs about the cause of the plague are relevant points.

(b) However, there are some inaccuracies and missing information. The Black
Death also led to a significant reduction in the population, causing labor shortages
and affecting the feudal system. This economic impact is important to mention.
Additionally, the mention of people barricading themselves in their houses needs
clarification and context.

(c) To improve your writing, begin with a topic sentence that clearly states the focus
of your answer. For example, "The Black Death had profound impacts on Medieval
European society, affecting religion, beliefs, and daily life." Also, include a
concluding sentence that summarizes your main points. 

(d) Provide more cause and effect relationships by connecting the events and the
consequences. For example, explain how the labor shortage led to an increase in
wages and the decline of the feudal system.

Grade: 2

````
Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.
```

Feedback:
(a) You provided a good example of power being legitimized through the Roman
Catholic Church and its influence on people's lives through the 7 Sacraments.

(b) However, your answer is limited in scope, as there were other ways power was
legitimized during this period, such as through monarchies, feudalism, and the
Divine Right of Kings. Including these additional examples would provide a more
comprehensive answer.

(c) Improve your writing by starting with a clear topic sentence and ending with a
concluding sentence. Also, provide more specific examples, such as names of
influential leaders or events, to support your points.
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(d) Show cause and effect relationships by explaining how these methods of
legitimizing power affected the people and the overall society during the medieval
period.

Grade: 2

````
Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.
```

Feedback:
(a) You provided two relevant examples of conflict during the Middle Ages: the
Black Death and the Hundred Years' War. 

(b) However, there is room for improvement in factual accuracy and coverage. The
Hundred Years' War did not break out during the Bubonic Plague pandemic, and
you did not provide specific dates for the war. Additionally, consider including other
sources of conflict, such as the Crusades, power struggles among nobility, and
religious conflicts.

(c) To improve your writing, start with a topic sentence that clearly states the focus
of your answer and end with a concluding sentence. Also, provide more specific
examples, such as names of influential leaders or events, to support your points.

(d) Show cause and effect relationships by explaining how these conflicts arose and
the consequences they had on society during the medieval period.

Grade: 2

````
Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.
```

Feedback:
(a) You provided a balanced answer, discussing both the positive and negative
aspects of the Crusades. Your mention of the exchange of ideas, exposure to new
cultures, and the weakening of feudalism are all relevant points.

(b) However, there are factual inaccuracies and missing information. The Crusades
were a series of religious wars, not a group. Additionally, include more specific
examples, such as the names of the Crusades or key figures involved.

(c) To improve your writing, start with a topic sentence that clearly states the focus
of your answer and end with a concluding sentence. Provide more specific
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examples, such as names of influential leaders or events, to support your points.

(d) Show cause and effect relationships by explaining how these positive and
negative aspects of the Crusades impacted society during the medieval period and
beyond.

Grade: 2
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer provides a good overview of the impacts of the Black Death on
society, touching on various aspects such as irrational responses, the rise of the
flagellants, and the changes in the social structure. It also includes accurate
estimations of the number of people killed and the years the plague occurred.

(b) Your answer mostly has factual accuracies, but you could have mentioned the
role of rats and fleas in spreading the disease, as well as the economic impacts,
such as the decline in trade and the rise of wages due to labor shortages.

(c) To improve your writing, begin with a topic sentence that introduces the main
idea. For instance, you could start with, "The Black Death had profound and
far-reaching impacts on Medieval European society." Also, make sure to include a
concluding sentence that summarizes the main points of your answer.

(d) You could improve your use of cause and effect by providing more specific
examples of how the Black Death led to certain consequences. For example, you
could explain how the decline in population resulted in increased wages for laborers
and more bargaining power for peasants.

Grade: 2.5

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You did a good job explaining how both the Church and the monarchy used
religion to legitimize their power during the medieval period. Your answer also
provides clear examples of how the process of crowning a king by the Pope helped
to reinforce the idea of divine right.

(b) Your answer is factually accurate but could be improved by providing more
specific examples, such as mentioning particular kings who claimed divine right, or
discussing other sources of power such as feudalism and the role of nobles.

(c) To improve your writing, include a topic sentence that introduces the main idea,
such as, "Power during the medieval period in Europe was often legitimized through
religious authority and divine right." Also, include a concluding sentence to wrap up
your answer.

(d) You could improve your use of cause and effect by explaining how the reliance
on religious authority to legitimize power led to a closer connection between the
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Church and the state, and how this relationship had both positive and negative
consequences.

Grade: 2.5

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a solid explanation of conflicts that arose during the Middle Ages
in Europe, focusing on two specific examples: the succession crisis following
Edward the Confessor's death, and the abuses of power by King John leading to
the Magna Carta.

(b) Your answer is factually accurate and covers the main causes of these conflicts.
However, you could also mention other sources of conflict during the Middle Ages,
such as religious disputes, territorial disputes, and feudal rivalries.

(c) To improve your writing, start with a topic sentence that introduces the main
idea, for example, "There were several situations that led to conflict during the
Middle Ages in Europe, including succession crises and abuses of power by rulers."
Also, include a concluding sentence that summarizes your answer.

(d) You could improve your use of cause and effect by discussing the long-term
consequences of these conflicts, such as how the Magna Carta influenced the
development of constitutional government and the protection of individual rights.

Grade: 3

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a balanced analysis of both the positive and negative aspects of
the Crusades, citing examples of cultural exchange and improvements in urban
planning, as well as the persecution of non-Christians.

(b) Your answer is mostly factually accurate but could be improved by mentioning
specific Crusades, such as the First Crusade (1096-1099) or the Fourth Crusade
(1202-1204), and their unique impacts on history.

(c) To improve your writing, begin with a topic sentence that introduces the main
idea, such as, "The Crusades had both positive and negative consequences on
history, with lasting effects on both Europe and the Middle East." Also, include a
concluding sentence that summarizes your answer.
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(d) You could improve your use of cause and effect by exploring the long-term
impacts of the Crusades on the relationship between the Christian and Muslim
worlds, and how these events shaped the course of history.

Grade: 2.5
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a clear overview of the impacts of the Black Death on European
society, mentioning population loss, labor shortages, and a loss of faith. Your
explanation of the reasons behind each of these impacts is accurate.

(b) While your answer covers major consequences of the Black Death, you could
include more specific information, such as the estimated death toll (between 75-200
million people) and the time period during which the pandemic occurred (around
1347-1351). 

(c) To improve your writing, consider starting with a topic sentence that introduces
the purpose of your paragraph, such as "The Black Death had significant and
lasting impacts on European society." Additionally, be sure to proofread your work
to correct any grammar or spelling errors.

(d) Your answer could benefit from a more explicit use of cause and effect. For
example, you could explain how the labor shortage led to increased wages and
social mobility for some peasants, or how the loss of faith contributed to a decline in
the influence of the Catholic Church.

Grade: 2.5

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a good explanation of the feudal system and how it legitimized
power in medieval Europe. You also mentioned the role of the Catholic Church in
legitimizing power through the Seven Sacraments.

(b) Your answer would benefit from more specific examples, such as referencing
King Charlemagne and his coronation by Pope Leo III in 800 AD, which
demonstrated the close relationship between political and religious power.

(c) Work on structuring your answer more effectively, starting with a clear topic
sentence and using separate paragraphs for different aspects of the topic. Also, be
mindful of grammar and spelling errors.

(d) To show cause and effect, you could explain how the feudal system contributed
to social stability, or how the Church's influence on the monarchy led to religious
conflicts, such as the Crusades.
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Grade: 2

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided some examples of conflicts during the Middle Ages, such as the
disagreement between King Henry IV and Pope Gregory VII, and the Crusades.

(b) Your answer would be stronger with more accurate information and additional
examples of conflicts during the Middle Ages, such as the Hundred Years' War
(1337-1453) between England and France.

(c) Make sure to proofread your answer and correct any grammar or spelling errors.
Also, consider using a topic sentence to introduce the main idea of your paragraph.

(d) To improve your use of cause and effect, explain how specific events or
situations led to the conflicts you mentioned, such as the Investiture Controversy
between King Henry IV and Pope Gregory VII, which resulted from disagreements
over the appointment of church officials.

Grade: 1.5

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a balanced view of the positive and negative aspects of the
Crusades, mentioning increased trade, exchange of ideas, and education as
positives, and the loss of life, religious persecution, and weakened feudalism as
negatives.

(b) Your answer could be improved with more specific examples and dates, such as
mentioning the First Crusade (1096-1099) and its capture of Jerusalem, or the
Fourth Crusade (1202-1204) and the sack of Constantinople.

(c) To improve your writing, start with a clear topic sentence and use separate
paragraphs for positive and negative aspects of the Crusades. Also, be sure to
proofread your work for grammar and spelling errors.

(d) Your answer could benefit from a more explicit use of cause and effect, such as
explaining how the Crusades led to increased contact between Europe and the
Islamic world, resulting in the exchange of ideas and technological advancements.

Grade: 2.5
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society.

Feedback:
(a) You did a good job mentioning the various forms of the plague (pneumonic,
septicemic, and bubonic) and highlighting the massive death toll of over 50 million
people. It was also good to mention how people blamed the Jews and thought it
was God's wrath.

(b) However, the answer could be improved by providing more specific examples of
societal changes caused by the Black Death, such as labor shortages, decline in
feudalism, and the increase in social mobility. Additionally, the sentence structure
and organization of the response could be improved.

(c) To enhance your writing, try using a clear topic sentence that introduces the
main idea, and a concluding sentence to summarize your response. For example,
you could start with "The Black Death had profound impacts on Medieval European
society, including massive death tolls, persecution of Jews, and religious upheaval."

(d) To improve cause and effect in your writing, you could discuss how the labor
shortages caused by the Black Death led to increased wages and social mobility for
surviving workers.

Grade:
2 (approaching grade level expectations)

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You did well in explaining the concepts of divine right, the role of the Church,
and feudalism in legitimizing power during the medieval period in Europe.

(b) The answer could be strengthened by providing specific examples of monarchs
or events that demonstrated the legitimacy of their power. For example, you could
mention the crowning of Charlemagne as Holy Roman Emperor by Pope Leo III in
800 CE.

(c) To improve your writing technique, consider using a clear topic sentence, such
as "During the medieval period in Europe, power was legitimized through religious,
cultural, and economic factors, such as divine right, the Church, and feudalism."

(d) You could discuss the cause and effect relationship between the Church's
support of certain rulers and the stability or growth of their kingdoms.
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Grade:
3 (meeting grade level expectations)

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You did well in mentioning the Crusades, the Hundred Years War, and the role
of feudalism in causing conflicts during the Middle Ages in Europe.

(b) The response could be improved by providing more specific details about the
Crusades and the Hundred Years War, such as key battles, leaders, and outcomes.

(c) To enhance your writing, use a clear topic sentence and a concluding sentence.
For example, you could begin with "Conflicts in the Middle Ages in Europe arose
from various factors, such as religious differences, territorial disputes, and
feudalism."

(d) To show cause and effect in your writing, discuss how the desire to control the
Holy Land led to the Crusades, or how the feudal system contributed to constant
warfare among lords.

Grade:
3 (meeting grade level expectations)

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a balanced view of the Crusades, highlighting both the positive
impacts, such as increased trade and prosperity, and the negative consequences,
such as religious hatred and deaths from disease.

(b) To strengthen the answer, include specific examples of Crusades or leaders,
such as the First Crusade led by Godfrey of Bouillon, or the disastrous Fourth
Crusade and the sack of Constantinople.

(c) Improve your writing technique by using a clear topic sentence and concluding
sentence. For example, start with "The Crusades had both positive and negative
impacts on history, ranging from increased trade to religious strife."

(d) To demonstrate cause and effect in your writing, discuss how the Crusades led
to increased contact between Europe and the Middle East, which resulted in the
exchange of goods and ideas.

Grade:
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3 (meeting grade level expectations)
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Question 2: Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a comprehensive answer that clearly demonstrates an
understanding of the impact of the Black Death on Medieval European society. You
mentioned the weakening of feudalism, questioning of the church, labor shortages,
and the consequences of these events, which were all relevant points.

(b) Your answer is factually accurate but does not provide specific dates or places
to support your points. For instance, you could mention that the Black Death swept
through Europe from 1347 to 1351, killing an estimated 25 million people, which
was about one-third of the continent's population.

(c) To improve your writing, consider using topic sentences to introduce each
impact and concluding sentences to summarize the overall effect of the Black
Death. This will help to make your answer more organized and easier to follow.

(d) Your answer demonstrates a good understanding of cause and effect in
describing how the Black Death led to various changes in society. However, you
could strengthen your answer by providing more specific examples and details,
such as explaining how the labor shortages led to the development of new
technologies and economic systems.

Grade: 3 (Meeting grade level expectations)

Question 3: Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval
period in Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates
wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer identifies three main ways power was legitimized during the
medieval period: Sacraments, Ceremonies, and Feudalism. This is an important
aspect of understanding the medieval period and shows a good understanding of
the topic.

(b) While your answer provides a general overview of how power was legitimized, it
lacks specific examples, names, places, and dates that would strengthen your
argument. For example, you could mention the coronation of Charlemagne by Pope
Leo III in 800 AD as an example of a ceremony that legitimized power.

(c) To improve your writing, focus on providing topic sentences that introduce the
main points and concluding sentences that summarize your arguments. This will
help to make your answer more organized and easier to follow.

(d) Your answer could benefit from a more explicit demonstration of cause and
effect relationships. For instance, you could explain how the reliance on the Church
for sacraments allowed the Church to maintain control over the population and how
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this control translated into political power.

Grade: 2 (Approaching grade level expectations)

Question 4: What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be
sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer provides a detailed account of the major conflicts during the Middle
Ages, including the Hundred Years' War, the Battle of Hastings, and the rule of King
John Lackland. These are all significant events in European history and
demonstrate a good understanding of the topic.

(b) You provided specific examples, names, places, and dates in your discussion of
the conflicts, which strengthens your answer. However, there is a small error in your
answer: the Hundred Years' War did not directly relate to the death of Edward the
Confessor, but rather to the issue of succession in the French throne.

(c) Your writing could benefit from a more structured organization, with topic
sentences introducing each conflict and concluding sentences summarizing the
main points. This will make your answer easier to follow.

(d) Your answer demonstrates a good understanding of cause and effect in
discussing how different events led to conflicts during the Middle Ages. To further
improve your answer, consider providing more analysis on the long-term
consequences of these conflicts on European society.

Grade: 3 (Meeting grade level expectations)

Question 5: Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative
events in history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates
wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer provides a balanced analysis of the positive and negative impacts
of the Crusades, demonstrating a good understanding of the topic. You mentioned
the exchange of ideas and goods, the signing of the Magna Carta, the weakening of
feudalism, the suffering of Jews, and the loss of life as significant consequences of
the Crusades.

(b) Although you provided a solid overview of the impacts of the Crusades, your
answer would benefit from including more specific examples, names, places, and
dates. For example, you could mention the First Crusade (1096-1099) and its
impact on the establishment of trade routes between Europe and the Middle East.

(c) To improve your writing, consider using topic sentences to introduce each
impact and concluding sentences to summarize the overall effects of the Crusades.
This will help to make your answer more organized and easier to follow.
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(d) Your answer demonstrates a good understanding of cause and effect in
describing how the Crusades led to various changes in society. However, you could
strengthen your answer by providing more specific examples and details, such as
explaining how the persecution of Jews during the Crusades led to their migrations
and the formation of new Jewish communities across Europe.

Grade: 3 (Meeting grade level expectations)
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society.

Feedback:
(a) You did a great job of discussing some of the various impacts of the Black Death
on Medieval European society, such as the changes in people's beliefs, actions,
and the quarantine measures implemented. You also mentioned the persecution of
Jews and the self-inflicted punishment that some people resorted to as a way to
appease God.

(b) While your answer contains some accurate information, there are a few areas
that could be improved. You could have mentioned the massive depopulation that
resulted from the Black Death and how it disrupted trade, agriculture, and the
economy. Additionally, it would have been helpful to provide specific dates for when
the Black Death took place (1347-1351).

(c) Your writing could be improved with a clear opening sentence and a concluding
sentence. For example, you could have started your paragraph with, "The Black
Death had a profound impact on Medieval European society, affecting various
aspects such as beliefs, actions, and social dynamics." To conclude, you could
have said, "Overall, the Black Death led to significant changes in the social,
economic, and religious landscape of Medieval Europe."

(d) To improve your use of cause and effect, you could have mentioned how the
depopulation caused by the Black Death led to a shortage of labor, which in turn
increased the bargaining power of the surviving workforce and contributed to the
decline of the feudal system.

Grade: 2

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You did a good job of describing some ways in which power was legitimized
during the medieval period, such as the role of the Roman Catholic Church and the
conversion of Clovis to Christianity. You also mentioned the development of
feudalism and its role in establishing social order.

(b) While your answer contains some accurate information, there are a few areas
that need improvement. You could have mentioned other ways power was
legitimized, such as through divine right, marriages and alliances, and the use of
force or military conquest. Additionally, providing specific dates for events like
Clovis's conversion to Christianity (496 CE) would strengthen your answer.
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(c) To improve your writing, consider using an opening sentence that clearly states
the main point of your paragraph. For example, "During the medieval period in
Europe, power was legitimized through various means such as religion, political
alliances, and social order." Also, make sure to end your paragraph with a
concluding sentence that summarizes your main points.

(d) To improve your use of cause and effect, you could mention how the Church's
support for Clovis's conversion to Christianity led to the unification of the Franks
under a single Christian ruler, consolidating his power and legitimizing his rule.

Grade: 2

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples, names, and dates.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a good description of some situations that led to conflict during the
Middle Ages, such as the Hundred Years' War and the Black Death. You also
mentioned the various forms of the plague and how people reacted in response to
it.

(b) Your answer could be improved by providing more specific dates for the events
you mentioned, such as the beginning and end of the Hundred Years' War
(1337-1453). Additionally, you could have included other examples of conflict, such
as the Crusades or tensions between the Pope and monarchs.

(c) Consider starting your paragraph with a clear topic sentence, such as "Various
situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe, including wars, disease,
and religious disputes." End your paragraph with a concluding sentence that
summarizes your main points.

(d) To better show cause and effect relationships, you could discuss how the
Hundred Years' War led to the development of national identities in England and
France, or how the Black Death contributed to social and economic upheaval in
Europe.

Grade: 2

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a balanced assessment of the Crusades by discussing both
positive and negative aspects. You mentioned the exchange of ideas, languages,
and goods, as well as the increased education and architectural influences. On the
negative side, you discussed the death and suffering that resulted from the
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Crusades, religious persecution, and the Great Schism.

(b) While your answer contains some accurate information, you could have
provided more specific examples and dates. For example, you could have
mentioned the First Crusade (1096-1099) and how it led to the establishment of
Crusader states in the Middle East.

(c) To improve your writing, start your paragraph with a clear topic sentence, such
as "The Crusades were a complex series of events that had both positive and
negative impacts on history." Similarly, end your paragraph with a concluding
sentence that summarizes your main points.

(d) To better show cause and effect relationships, you could discuss how the
Crusades led to increased trade between Europe and the Middle East and how this
exchange of goods and ideas ultimately contributed to the European Renaissance.

Grade: 3
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European Society.

Feedback:
(a) You did an excellent job of identifying the various ways the Black Death
impacted European society, such as urban decay, depression, the end of the
feudalism system, blame, and doubting the church. Your analysis of these impacts
demonstrates a good understanding of the topic.

(b) Overall, you provided a good overview of the impacts of the Black Death.
However, there were a few inaccuracies. Firstly, the Black Death didn't end the
feudalism system completely but rather contributed to its decline. Also, it would be
helpful to specify the time frame of the Black Death (mid-14th century) and mention
that it was caused by the bubonic plague. 

(c) Your writing could benefit from improved structure and organization. Be sure to
use topic sentences to introduce each impact and provide a concluding sentence to
wrap up your thoughts. Also, try to avoid using conversational language and
contractions in your answers.

(d) To strengthen your analysis of cause and effect, you can provide more specific
examples and details for each impact. For instance, you could discuss how the
labor shortage caused by the Black Death led to an increase in wages and social
mobility for surviving peasants, which contributed to the decline of the feudal
system.

Grade:
2.5 (Approaching grade level expectations, but with room for improvement in
structure, organization, and specific details)

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You have identified several ways in which power was legitimized during the
medieval period, such as through castles, the Roman Catholic Church, feudalism,
and the Magna Carta. This shows a good understanding of the various factors that
contributed to power structures in medieval Europe.

(b) You provided a good overview of the ways power was legitimized during the
medieval period. However, there are some inaccuracies and missed opportunities
for specific details. The Magna Carta was signed in 1215 CE, not 1215 BCE, and it
didn't legitimize the king's power but rather limited it.

(c) Your writing could be improved by using topic sentences to introduce each way
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power was legitimized and providing a concluding sentence. Also, make sure to
proofread your work for spelling and grammatical errors.

(d) To improve your analysis of cause and effect, provide more specific examples
and details for each way power was legitimized. For example, you could discuss
how the construction of castles and cathedrals demonstrated the wealth and
authority of monarchs and the Church, respectively.

Grade:
2 (Approaching grade level expectations, but with room for improvement in
accuracy, structure, and specific details)

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a good overview of various situations that led to conflict during the
Middle Ages, such as the Hundred Years' War, the Black Death, the Crusades, and
the death of kings with no heirs. Your answer demonstrates a solid understanding
of the diverse factors that contributed to conflict in medieval Europe.

(b) While your answer covers several important conflicts, there are some
inaccuracies and missed opportunities for specific details. For example, the
Hundred Years' War began in 1337 CE, not 1837 CE. Also, it would be helpful to
provide more context for the causes and outcomes of these conflicts.

(c) To improve your writing, structure your answer with topic sentences for each
conflict and provide a concluding sentence. Additionally, be sure to proofread for
spelling and grammatical errors.

(d) Strengthen your analysis of cause and effect by providing more specific
examples and details for each conflict. For instance, you could discuss how the
death of kings with no heirs often led to disputes over succession and power
struggles among nobles.

Grade:
2 (Approaching grade level expectations, but with room for improvement in
accuracy, structure, and specific details)

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You did a good job of identifying both positive and negative aspects of the
Crusades, such as the increase in trade, weakening of the feudalism system,
exchange of ideas and languages, suffering of Jews, and religious persecution.
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Your answer demonstrates a balanced understanding of the Crusades' effects on
history.

(b) While you provided a comprehensive overview of the positive and negative
aspects of the Crusades, there are some inaccuracies and missed opportunities for
specific details. For example, the First Crusade was the most successful for the
Christians, but it would be helpful to provide more information about the other
Crusades and their outcomes.

(c) Your writing could benefit from improved structure and organization. Use topic
sentences to introduce each positive and negative aspect of the Crusades and
provide a concluding sentence to wrap up your thoughts.

(d) To strengthen your analysis of cause and effect, provide more specific examples
and details for each positive and negative aspect of the Crusades. For instance,
you could discuss how the increased trade and exchange of ideas during the
Crusades led to the growth of cities and the spread of new technologies.

Grade:
2.5 (Approaching grade level expectations, but with room for improvement in
structure, organization, and specific details)
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society.

Feedback:
(a) You provided two clear impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European
society: loss of faith in the Roman Catholic Church and diversification of peasants'
diets. Good job on identifying specific examples like flagellants and how peasants
began to consume a wider variety of foods.

(b) Your answer contains some factual information but could benefit from more
specific details and dates. For example, mentioning how the Black Death
devastated the European population, killing an estimated 25 million people between
1347 and 1351, would have added depth to your answer.

(c) Your writing could benefit from reorganizing your thoughts and creating more
focused paragraphs. Begin each paragraph with a topic sentence and end with a
concluding sentence. This will help guide the reader through your response.

(d) To improve your use of cause and effect, explain how the loss of faith in the
Catholic Church led to the rise of different branches of Christianity, and how the
diversification of diets improved overall health and wellbeing for the population.

Grade: 2

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You correctly identified the Magna Carta as a significant event in legitimizing
power during the medieval period. Good job explaining how it limited the king's
power and increased the power of nobles and peasants.

(b) Your answer could benefit from mentioning other ways power was legitimized
during the medieval period, such as the feudal system, the role of the Church, and
the concept of divine right.

(c) Organize your thoughts into paragraphs with clear topic sentences and
concluding sentences to guide the reader through your response.

(d) To demonstrate cause and effect, explain how the Magna Carta influenced
future legal systems and governments in Europe and beyond.

Grade: 2

Question#4:
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What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided two examples of conflict in the Middle Ages: the succession crisis
following the death of King Edward the Confessor and the Hundred Years' War.
Good job mentioning specific names like William the Conqueror and Harold
Godwinson.

(b) Your answer could benefit from more specific dates and locations for these
conflicts, and a clearer explanation of the causes and consequences of the
Hundred Years' War.

(c) Organize your response into focused paragraphs with topic sentences and
concluding sentences to guide the reader.

(d) To demonstrate cause and effect, explain how these conflicts shaped the
political landscape of Europe and led to lasting consequences for the countries
involved.

Grade: 2

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You presented both positive and negative aspects of the Crusades: the
exchange of ideas and the loss of lives. Good job mentioning specific examples like
the introduction of new architectural styles, cooking, and military tactics.

(b) Your answer could benefit from more specific dates and details about the
Crusades, such as the outcomes of specific Crusades and the impact on relations
between Christians and Muslims.

(c) Organize your thoughts into paragraphs with clear topic sentences and
concluding sentences to guide the reader through your response.

(d) To demonstrate cause and effect, explain how the Crusades influenced
European culture, politics, and religion, and how the conflicts contributed to ongoing
tensions between different religious groups.

Grade: 2
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society:

Feedback:
(a) You did a good job of identifying three significant changes caused by the Black
Death: peasants gaining power, the collapse of feudalism, and scapegoating. Your
explanation of how these changes came about was clear and concise.

(b) Your answer could benefit from more specific examples and a broader coverage
of the societal impacts. For instance, you could mention the labor shortage that
followed the plague and how it led to higher wages and better working conditions for
peasants. Additionally, you could discuss the decline in religious faith due to the
inability of the Church to prevent the spread of the disease.

(c) To improve your writing technique, consider starting with a topic sentence that
outlines the main impacts of the Black Death on society, and end with a concluding
sentence that summarizes your points.

(d) To better demonstrate cause and effect, you could link the rise of peasant power
and the decline of feudalism to specific events, like the Peasants' Revolt in England
in 1381.

Grade: 2 (approaching grade level expectations)

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer effectively identified two ways in which power was legitimized
during the medieval period: the Roman Catholic Church and feudalism. You also
provided specific examples, such as Charlemagne's crowning and the signing of the
Magna Carta.

(b) Your coverage of the topic is accurate, but you could expand on the role of the
Roman Catholic Church and provide more examples of how it influenced politics
and society during this period.

(c) To improve your writing technique, consider starting with a topic sentence that
introduces the main ways power was legitimized during the medieval period and
end with a concluding sentence that summarizes your points.

(d) For cause and effect, you could discuss how the power structures you
mentioned influenced the lives of people within the different social classes.

Grade: 3 (meeting grade level expectations)
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Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a clear and concise answer, identifying two major conflicts during
the Middle Ages: the Hundred Years War and the lay investiture. Your inclusion of
specific examples, such as King Edward's invasion of France and the Concordat of
Worms, strengthens your response.

(b) Your answer is factually accurate, but you might consider discussing other
conflicts that occurred during the Middle Ages, such as the Crusades or conflicts
between the Pope and Holy Roman Emperor.

(c) To improve your writing technique, consider starting with a topic sentence that
introduces the main conflicts of the Middle Ages and end with a concluding
sentence that summarizes your points.

(d) To better demonstrate cause and effect, you could discuss how these conflicts
affected the societies involved, such as the political implications of the lay
investiture or the economic impact of the Hundred Years War.

Grade: 3 (meeting grade level expectations)

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You effectively identified positive and negative aspects of the Crusades, such as
the spread of culture and ideas, the adaptation of textiles and military tactics, and
the loss of lives and destruction caused by warfare.

(b) Your answer is mostly accurate, but it would benefit from more specific
examples and dates, such as mentioning the First Crusade (1096-1099) and the
capture of Jerusalem or the Fourth Crusade (1202-1204) and the sack of
Constantinople.

(c) To improve your writing technique, consider starting with a topic sentence that
introduces the positive and negative effects of the Crusades and end with a
concluding sentence that summarizes your points.

(d) To better demonstrate cause and effect, you could discuss how the Crusades
led to long-term consequences, such as the development of European trade
networks with the East or the deepening of religious divisions between Christians
and Muslims.
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Grade: 2 (approaching grade level expectations)

Page 3











b_feedback_135_05-12-2023_16-45-11.txt

b_feedback_135_05-12-2023_16-45-11.txt
Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society

Feedback:
(a) Your answer provides a comprehensive view of the various impacts of the Black
Death on Medieval European society. You have done well to mention the effects on
faith in the church, social hierarchy, agriculture, and technological innovations.

(b) While you have covered many of the major impacts, you could have touched
upon the impact on art and culture during this period. For instance, you might
mention how art during this time began to reflect the darker themes brought about
by the plague and the increased focus on death and suffering.

(c) Your writing could benefit from clearer topic sentences and concluding
sentences. For example, you might begin your paragraph on the impact on faith in
the church with a topic sentence like, "One significant impact of the Black Death
was the erosion of faith in the Roman Catholic Church."

(d) To improve the cause and effect relationships in your writing, you could provide
specific examples of how the events you mention led to the consequences you
describe. For instance, you could mention how the labor shortage caused by the
plague led to the peasants' newfound bargaining power and the eventual
breakdown of the feudal system.

Grade: 3

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You have provided a clear explanation of various ways power was legitimized
during the medieval period in Europe, including through fear, wars, and loyalty. You
also provided specific examples related to the Roman Catholic Church and the
Battle of Hastings.

(b) Your answer is mostly accurate, but you could have mentioned the role of divine
right in legitimizing power during this period, as monarchs often claimed their
authority came directly from God.

(c) To improve your writing, consider using clearer topic sentences to introduce the
different ways power was legitimized. For example, you might start the paragraph
about the Roman Catholic Church with the sentence, "The Roman Catholic Church
legitimized its power by capitalizing on people's fear of the unknown and the
afterlife."
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(d) To improve your use of cause and effect, you could detail how specific events
led to the legitimization of power. For example, you might explain how the Norman
Conquest and William the Conqueror's victory at the Battle of Hastings in 1066 led
to the establishment of a new ruling class in England.

Grade: 3

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer provides two well-developed examples of conflicts during the
Middle Ages: the creation of the Magna Carta and the Hundred Years' War. You
have also provided an explanation of the causes and consequences of each
conflict.

(b) Your answer is accurate in terms of the historical events you mentioned.
However, you could have also discussed other conflicts during this period, such as
the various Crusades or the Reconquista in Spain.

(c) To improve your writing, ensure that your topic sentences clearly introduce the
conflicts you will discuss. For example, you might begin your paragraph on the
Magna Carta with a sentence like, "One significant conflict during the Middle Ages
was the struggle between King John of England and his barons, which ultimately
led to the creation of the Magna Carta."

(d) In terms of cause and effect, you have provided a good explanation of how
power struggles led to the conflicts you mentioned. You could further strengthen
your answer by discussing how these conflicts influenced the society and political
landscape of the time.

Grade: 3

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You have done a good job of presenting both the positive and negative aspects
of the Crusades, such as the exchange of ideas, increased trade, and the suffering
of Jews.

(b) Your answer is factually accurate, but you could have mentioned more specific
examples, such as the fall of Jerusalem in the First Crusade (1099) or the failure of
the Fourth Crusade (1202-1204), which resulted in the sack of Constantinople.

(c) To improve your writing, consider using clearer topic sentences to introduce the
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positive and negative aspects of the Crusades. For example, you might begin the
paragraph on the positive aspects with a sentence like, "Although the Crusades
were marked by violence and bloodshed, they also had some positive outcomes,
such as the exchange of ideas and increased trade between Europe and the
Islamic world."

(d) To strengthen your use of cause and effect, you might explain how specific
events within the Crusades led to the consequences you describe. For example,
you could discuss how the fall of Jerusalem to the Crusaders in 1099 led to
increased violence against Jews in Europe.

Grade: 3
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society.

Feedback:
(a) You did a good job mentioning the various impacts of the Black Death on
Medieval European society, such as the loss of faith in the Church, the rise of
Flagellants, anti-Semitism, and the weakening of feudalism.

(b) While you mentioned several impacts, it would have been helpful to provide
more specific information, such as dates and percentages (e.g., it is estimated that
the Black Death killed 75-200 million people). Also, you could have mentioned the
economic impacts on Europe, such as labor shortages and the subsequent
increase in wages for surviving workers.

(c) Your writing could be improved by using clear topic sentences and concluding
sentences. For example, you could have started your answer with, "The Black
Death had profound impacts on Medieval European society, including religious,
social, and economic changes." And ended with, "Overall, the Black Death created
a lasting impact on European society, reshaping the Church, social hierarchies, and
economic systems."

(d) To improve your use of cause and effect, you could explain how the Black
Death's high mortality rates led to labor shortages, which in turn led to higher wages
and a weakened feudal system.

Grade: 2.5

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer does a good job of identifying the two main ways power was
legitimized in Medieval Europe: through the Church and through feudalism. You
also provided a clear explanation of how these systems functioned.

(b) However, your answer lacks specific examples, names, places, and dates that
would have strengthened your argument. For instance, you could have mentioned
the role of the Pope, specific kings, or key events that exemplified these power
dynamics.

(c) To improve your writing, you could use a clear topic sentence to introduce your
main points, such as, "Power was legitimized in Medieval Europe through two main
systems: the Church and the feudal system." And conclude with, "These two
systems helped to maintain order and stability in a time of chaos and uncertainty."
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(d) To better demonstrate cause and effect relationships, you could explain how
events like the Investiture Controversy exemplified the struggle for power between
the Church and the state.

Grade: 2

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer successfully identifies three main events that led to conflict during
the Middle Ages: the disagreement between King Henry IV and Pope Gregory III,
the fight for the Holy Land, and the Hundred Years' War.

(b) Your answer would have been more accurate if you had provided the correct
names of the Pope (Pope Gregory VII) and used specific dates for the events
mentioned. 

(c) To improve your writing, you could use a topic sentence like, "Several key
situations led to conflict in Medieval Europe, including religious disputes, territorial
battles, and dynastic struggles." A concluding sentence might be, "These conflicts
shaped the political landscape and religious dynamics of Europe during the Middle
Ages."

(d) To enhance your use of cause and effect, you could discuss how these conflicts
led to long-lasting effects on European society, such as the weakening of the
Church's power or the establishment of new political boundaries.

Grade: 2.5

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer effectively outlines the positive and negative aspects of the
Crusades, including the increase in trade and cultural exchange, as well as the
weakening of feudalism and the loss of life.

(b) To improve your answer, you should provide more specific examples, such as
the names of specific Crusades, places where trade occurred, or dates for key
events.

(c) Your writing could be improved by using a clear topic sentence to introduce both
the positive and negative aspects of the Crusades, such as, "The Crusades had
both beneficial and detrimental effects on European society, affecting trade, culture,
feudalism, and human life." Conclude with a sentence like, "While the Crusades
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contributed to economic growth and cultural exchange, they also led to significant
loss of life and the weakening of some social structures."

(d) To demonstrate cause and effect more effectively, explain how the Crusades led
to specific changes in European society, such as the rise of merchant classes or the
increased contact between Europe and the Middle East.

Grade: 2.5
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society

Feedback:
(a) Your answer provided a great overview of the impacts of the Black Death on
European society. You effectively mentioned the weakening of immune systems
due to the lack of food, the rapid depopulation, loss of trade, inflation, scapegoating,
weakening of feudalism and manorialism, and changes in systems, ideas, and
beliefs. Well done!

(b) While you provided accurate information about the Black Death, there are a few
inaccuracies to point out. For instance, the warm medieval period is not related to
the spread of the Black Death. Additionally, it would have been helpful to mention
the specific examples of how feudalism and manorialism were weakened due to the
plague.

(c) To improve your writing, try starting with a clear topic sentence and end with a
concluding sentence. This will make your answer more coherent and concise. 

(d) Work on improving your cause and effect relationships by providing more
specific examples and events. For example, explain how the depopulation caused
by the Black Death led to a higher demand for labor and how that, in turn,
contributed to the weakening of feudalism.

Grade: 2.5 (Approaching grade level expectations with some areas meeting
expectations)

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You did an excellent job focusing on the role of the Roman Catholic Church in
legitimizing power during the medieval period, and you provided a clear explanation
of how the sacraments and religious beliefs influenced the population.

(b) There are some inaccuracies in your answer. For example, you mentioned Pope
Gregory III, but it was actually Pope Gregory VII who excommunicated King Henry
IV. 

(c) Your writing would benefit from a clear topic sentence and a concluding
sentence to better structure your answer.

(d) You could improve your cause and effect analysis by discussing how the
church's power over the sacraments and excommunication led to its influence over
political matters and conflicts between secular rulers.
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Grade: 2.5 (Approaching grade level expectations with some areas meeting
expectations)

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a good overview of conflicts during the Middle Ages, mentioning
King John, the Magna Carta, the 100-year war, and the Black Death. 

(b) Your answer would benefit from a more accurate timeline of events. The
100-year war began in 1337, not immediately after King John's death in 1216. Also,
the Black Death began in 1347, not 1342.

(c) To improve your writing, start with a clear topic sentence and end with a
concluding sentence to better structure your answer.

(d) Enhance your cause and effect relationships by discussing how specific events
and situations led to conflicts and their consequences. For example, explain how
King John's actions led to the creation of the Magna Carta and how that document
influenced future relations between monarchs and nobles.

Grade: 2 (Approaching grade level expectations)

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You did a good job of describing both positive and negative consequences of
the Crusades, touching upon topics such as religious conflict, weakening of
feudalism, increased trade, and cultural exchanges.

(b) Your answer would benefit from more specific examples and a clearer timeline
of events. For example, mention the specific Crusades and their outcomes or the
key figures involved in these campaigns.

(c) As with your previous answers, work on creating a clear topic sentence and a
concluding sentence to better structure your response.

(d) Improve your cause and effect analysis by discussing how specific Crusades led
to particular outcomes, such as the establishment of trade routes or the exchange
of ideas between different cultures.

Grade: 2.5 (Approaching grade level expectations with some areas meeting
expectations)
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society

Feedback:
(a) Your answer provides a detailed overview of the Black Death's impact on
Europe. You correctly identified that the disease originated in China and spread
through trade routes. You also mentioned the blame placed on Jews, foreigners,
and lepers, as well as the consequences of the disease on trade, agriculture, and
the Church.

(b) There are a few inaccuracies in your answer. The Black Death began around
1346, not 1333. Also, the disease did not "slowly die down" but rather came in
waves throughout the 14th century.

(c) To improve your writing, consider using topic and concluding sentences. For
example, begin with a topic sentence like, "The Black Death had significant impacts
on European society, including population decline, economic upheaval, and
religious doubt." Then, end with a concluding sentence like, "Overall, the Black
Death drastically changed the social, economic, and religious landscape of
medieval Europe."

(d) To better demonstrate cause and effect relationships, include specific examples
and dates when discussing the consequences of the Black Death. For instance,
mention the Peasants' Revolt in England in 1381 as a direct result of increased
labor demands and social unrest following the plague.

Grade: 2.5

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a clear explanation of how power was legitimized through divine
right, the actions of leaders like Clovis and Charlemagne, and the Church's control
over the Seven Sacraments.

(b) Your answer could use more specific examples to illustrate the points you made.
For instance, mention the crowning of Charlemagne as Holy Roman Emperor by
Pope Leo III in 800, which further solidified the relationship between the Church and
political power.

(c) To improve your writing, include topic and concluding sentences. Begin with a
topic sentence like, "During the medieval period in Europe, power was legitimized
through various means, including divine right, the actions of influential leaders, and
the influence of the Church." End with a concluding sentence like, "These methods
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of legitimizing power helped to maintain stability and order in a chaotic time."

(d) To enhance your cause and effect analysis, discuss how the methods of
legitimizing power you mentioned contributed to the stability of medieval European
society.

Grade: 3

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You effectively outlined two examples of power vacuums leading to conflict in
medieval Europe: the struggle for the English throne following Edward the
Confessor's death and the conflict between France and England after Charles IV's
death.

(b) There is a factual inaccuracy in your answer. In the Battle of Hastings, it was
William of Normandy, not Edward, who fought and defeated Harold Godwinson.

(c) To improve your writing, use topic and concluding sentences. Start with a topic
sentence like, "Various situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe,
including power vacuums and struggles for the throne." End with a concluding
sentence like, "These examples demonstrate the instability and frequent conflicts
that characterized medieval European politics."

(d) To further develop cause and effect relationships, discuss how these conflicts
impacted European society, such as the establishment of Norman rule in England
or the long-lasting animosity between France and England.

Grade: 3

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer effectively highlights both positive and negative aspects of the
Crusades, including cultural exchange, increased exploration, and the negative
consequences of warfare and persecution.

(b) Your answer could be improved by including more specific examples and dates.
For example, mention the First Crusade (1096-1099) and its capture of Jerusalem,
or the Fourth Crusade (1202-1204) and its sack of Constantinople.

(c) To enhance your writing, use topic and concluding sentences. Begin with a topic
sentence like, "The Crusades were a series of complex events that had both
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positive and negative impacts on history." End with a concluding sentence like,
"While the Crusades led to significant cultural exchange and exploration, they also
resulted in widespread death and suffering, leaving a mixed legacy."

(d) To strengthen your cause and effect analysis, discuss how specific events
during the Crusades led to the positive and negative outcomes you mentioned.

Grade: 3
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society.

Feedback:
(a) You did a good job of outlining multiple impacts of the Black Death, such as
labor shortages, higher pay demands, trade decrease, and loss of faith in the
church. You also mentioned the peasants' revolts and the effect on the feudal
system.

(b) Your answer is generally accurate; however, it would be helpful to provide
specific examples of peasants' revolts (e.g., the Jacquerie in France and the
Peasants' Revolt in England) and mention the social shifts that occurred as a result
of the population decline (e.g., increased social mobility for some survivors).

(c) To improve your writing, consider adding a topic sentence to introduce the main
idea of your answer and a concluding sentence to summarize your main points.

(d) For cause and effect, discuss how the decrease in population led to the labor
shortage and higher pay demands, and how the loss of faith in the church caused
people to question the church hierarchy and religious authorities.

Grade: 2.5

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a clear explanation of various ways power was legitimized, such
as the Catholic Church, feudalism, and the Magna Carta. 

(b) While your answer covers the main ideas, it lacks specific examples, such as
the role of Pope Gregory VII in the Investiture Controversy and the signing of the
Magna Carta in 1215 by King John of England. 

(c) In your writing, try to include a topic sentence and a concluding sentence to
better structure your answer.

(d) To improve your cause and effect, discuss how the Church's influence on
people's lives and the feudal system's hierarchy contributed to the legitimization of
power.

Grade: 2

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
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specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer effectively identifies several factors that led to conflict, including
kings dying without an heir, the Crusades, and the debate over lay investiture.

(b) You provided accurate historical examples, such as the Battle of Stamford
Bridge and the Battle of Hastings in 1066. However, you could also mention other
conflicts like the Hundred Years' War (1337-1453) between England and France.

(c) Your writing can be improved by adding a topic sentence and a concluding
sentence to better structure your answer.

(d) For cause and effect, discuss how these conflicts affected the political and
religious landscape of Europe during the Middle Ages.

Grade: 2.5

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You did a great job of discussing both the positive (increased trade, exchange of
ideas, exchange of goods) and negative aspects (numerous deaths, persecution of
Jews, religious persecution) of the Crusades.

(b) Your answer is accurate, but providing specific examples, such as the capture of
Jerusalem in 1099 during the First Crusade and the establishment of the Latin
Kingdoms, would strengthen your argument.

(c) To improve your writing, include a topic sentence and a concluding sentence to
better structure your answer.

(d) In terms of cause and effect, you could discuss how the Crusades contributed to
long-lasting religious tensions between Christians and Muslims and the economic
impact of the increased trade on Europe.

Grade: 3
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Question 2: Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a clear overview of the Black Death and its effects on society,
including quarantine measures, religious responses, and the impact on serfs and
farmers. You also mentioned how the plague spread from person to person and
region to region.

(b) While you did mention some consequences of the Black Death on society, you
could have expanded on the economic and social changes that occurred, such as
the decline in the feudal system, labor shortages, and increased social mobility due
to the reduced population. Additionally, the Black Death was not a viral plague but a
bacterial infection caused by the Yersinia pestis bacterium.

(c) In your answer, try to form a more structured response with a clear topic
sentence and conclusion. For example, you could start with a sentence like "The
Black Death had dramatic and far-reaching consequences for Medieval European
society, including changes in religious beliefs, economic structures, and social
hierarchies." Then, end with a concluding sentence that summarizes your main
points.

(d) To improve your use of cause and effect, you could explore how the labor
shortages caused by the plague led to higher wages and a decline in the feudal
system or how the widespread death and suffering led to a loss of faith in the
Church and the rise of new religious movements.

Grade: 2

Question 3: Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval
period in Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates
wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a good explanation of the Magna Carta's role in limiting the power
of kings and its connection to the U.S. Constitution. You also mentioned the
church's role in legitimizing power during the medieval period.

(b) While you did mention the Magna Carta and the church's role in legitimizing
power, you could have expanded on other methods of legitimizing power, such as
the concept of the divine right of kings or the use of marriage alliances to strengthen
political power.

(c) Try to provide a more comprehensive introductory sentence, such as "Power
was legitimized during the medieval period in Europe through various methods,
including the Magna Carta, the church's influence, and the concept of divine right."
Then, end with a concluding sentence that summarizes your main points.
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(d) To improve your use of cause and effect, you could describe how the Magna
Carta's limitations on royal power led to a more balanced political system or how
the church's influence on political affairs affected the power dynamics between
different regions and kingdoms.

Grade: 2

Question 4: What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be
sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided two clear examples of conflicts during the Middle Ages, the Black
Plague, and the Hundred Years' War, and explained their causes and
consequences.

(b) Your answer accurately describes the causes of the Hundred Years' War and
the impact of the Black Plague on society. However, you could have provided more
examples of conflicts during the Middle Ages, such as the Investiture Controversy
or the various Viking invasions.

(c) Your answer could benefit from a clearer structure with a topic sentence, such
as "Conflicts during the Middle Ages in Europe arose from various sources,
including disease, political rivalries, and religious tensions." Then, end with a
concluding sentence that summarizes your main points.

(d) To improve your use of cause and effect, you could explain how the Hundred
Years' War led to the development of national identities or how the Black Plague's
societal effects contributed to social unrest and conflicts.

Grade: 2

Question 5: Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative
events in history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates
wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a balanced perspective on the Crusades, mentioning both positive
aspects (education, trade) and negative consequences (suffering of Jews,
weakened feudalism). You also included information about the motivations behind
the Crusades and Pope Urban II's role.

(b) Your answer is generally accurate, but you could have provided more detail on
the specific Crusades and their outcomes, such as the fall of Jerusalem in 1099
during the First Crusade or the failure of later Crusades to maintain control over the
Holy Land.

(c) Structure your answer with a clear topic sentence and conclusion. For example,
start with "The Crusades had both positive and negative impacts on history,
affecting trade, education, social hierarchies, and interfaith relations." Then, end
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with a concluding sentence that summarizes your main points.

(d) To improve your use of cause and effect, you could explore how the Crusades
led to increased contact between Europe and the Islamic world, resulting in the
transfer of knowledge, technology, and goods, or how the Crusades contributed to
the rise of religious intolerance and persecution.

Grade: 3
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society.

Feedback:
(a) You've identified three major impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European
society: urban decay, increased peasant power, and weakened feudalism. These
are all significant points and you have shown how they affected society during that
time.

(b) While you accurately mentioned the effects of the Black Death on society, you
didn't provide specific dates, places, or names to support your argument. For
example, you could mention that the Black Death struck Europe between 1347 and
1351, killing an estimated 25 million people, or about one-third of the population.

(c) To improve your writing, consider starting with a topic sentence that summarizes
the main idea of your answer. You could also include a concluding sentence that
wraps up your points. For example: "In summary, the Black Death led to urban
decay, increased peasant power, and weakened feudalism, which had lasting
effects on Medieval European society."

(d) To better demonstrate cause and effect relationships, provide specific examples
and details. For instance, you could discuss how the labor shortage caused by the
Black Death led to higher wages for peasants and how this, in turn, contributed to
the weakening of feudalism.

Grade: 2/4

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You've provided a good overview of the ways in which power was legitimized
during the medieval period in Europe, including the Magna Carta,
castles/cathedrals, manorialism, feudalism, and the church. 

(b) In your answer, you mentioned King John and the Magna Carta, which is a good
example. However, you could have provided more specific examples for the other
ways power was legitimized. For instance, you could have mentioned the
construction of the Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris (completed in 1345) as an
example of a castle/cathedral that symbolized power.

(c) To improve your writing, focus on creating clearer topic sentences and
conclusions for each point. For example: "One way power was legitimized during
the medieval period was through the construction of castles and cathedrals, which
showcased the wealth and authority of rulers and religious leaders."
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(d) Enhance your cause and effect relationships by connecting specific examples to
the broader concepts. For example, you could discuss how the construction of
castles and cathedrals influenced the distribution of power and resources in the
society.

Grade: 2/4

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You correctly identified two major conflicts during the Middle Ages in Europe: the
Hundred Years War and the Investiture Controversy. You provided a good overview
of the causes and consequences of these conflicts.

(b) You mentioned specific battles within the Hundred Years War and their dates,
which is excellent. However, you could have provided more information about the
Investiture Controversy, such as mentioning the specific names of the Pope and
Holy Roman Emperor involved (Pope Gregory VII and Emperor Henry IV) and the
resolution of the conflict with the Concordat of Worms in 1122.

(c) To improve your writing, consider creating clearer topic sentences and
conclusions for each point. For example: "The Investiture Controversy was a
significant conflict during the Middle Ages, as it pitted religious and secular
authorities against each other over the issue of lay investiture."

(d) Strengthen your cause and effect relationships by explaining, for example, how
the outcome of the Hundred Years War affected the political landscape of Europe,
leading to the rise of nationalism.

Grade: 3/4

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a balanced view of the Crusades, highlighting both positive and
negative aspects. You mentioned various consequences, such as the persecution
of Jews, the weakening of feudalism, and the increase in trade and exchange of
ideas.

(b) While you touched upon various aspects of the Crusades, you could have
provided more specific examples, names, and dates. For example, you could
mention the First Crusade (1096-1099) and its impact on the establishment of
Crusader states in the Levant.
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(c) To improve your writing, focus on creating clearer topic sentences and
conclusions for each point. For example: "The Crusades had both positive and
negative consequences for Europe and the Middle East, with increased trade and
cultural exchange on one hand, and widespread violence and persecution on the
other."

(d) Enhance your cause and effect relationships by connecting specific examples to
the broader consequences of the Crusades. For instance, you could discuss how
the Crusades led to increased contact between Europe and the Islamic world, which
in turn contributed to the European Renaissance.

Grade: 2/4
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society

Feedback:
(a) You provided a detailed and well-structured description of the impacts of the
Black Death on Medieval European society. You mentioned the increase in deaths,
the effects on religion, the Jewish persecution, and the advantages for peasants
and serfs. 

(b) Your answer includes accurate dates and some specific locations, which
demonstrates good research. However, you could have mentioned the impact of the
Black Death on the economy and labor force, as well as the social changes that
resulted from the deaths of so many people.

(c) Your writing is clear and well-organized, but you could improve your answer by
including a topic sentence to introduce the main focus of your response, and a
concluding sentence to summarize the key points.

(d) The cause and effect relationships in your answer could be strengthened by
explaining how the massive loss of life led to the specific consequences you
mentioned, such as the decline in the power of the Church and the rise in the power
of the surviving population.

Grade: 3

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer effectively identifies three ways that power was legitimized in
Medieval Europe: the feudal system, the signing of the Magna Carta, and the 7
Sacraments. You provided good examples and demonstrated a clear understanding
of the topic.

(b) The information you provided is factually accurate, but you could have included
more specific names, places, and dates, such as the signing of the Magna Carta by
King John in 1215 in Runnymede. 

(c) Your writing is clear and well-organized, but you could improve your answer by
including a topic sentence to introduce the main focus of your response, and a
concluding sentence to summarize the key points.

(d) You did a good job of showing cause and effect relationships in your answer,
explaining how the feudal system, the Magna Carta, and the 7 Sacraments
contributed to the legitimization of power in Medieval Europe.
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Grade: 3

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer provides a good overview of two major conflicts during the Middle
Ages in Europe: the war between Edward III and Philip of Valois, and the effects of
the Black Plague. You showed a good understanding of the topic.

(b) While you mentioned some accurate dates and names, you could have provided
more specific details, such as the fact that the war between Edward III and Philip of
Valois was called the Hundred Years' War, which began in 1337.

(c) Your writing is clear and well-organized, but you could improve your answer by
including a topic sentence to introduce the main focus of your response, and a
concluding sentence to summarize the key points.

(d) The cause and effect relationships in your answer could be improved by
explaining how the situations you mentioned led to the specific conflicts and their
consequences.

Grade: 3

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a balanced account of both the positive and negative aspects of
the Crusades, mentioning the increase in trade, exposure to new goods and ideas,
weakening of feudalism, and weakening of manorialism. Your answer showed a
good understanding of the topic.

(b) Your answer includes accurate information, but you could have provided more
specific names, places, and dates, such as the fact that the First Crusade began in
1096 and ended in 1099.

(c) Your writing is clear and well-organized, but you could improve your answer by
including a topic sentence to introduce the main focus of your response, and a
concluding sentence to summarize the key points.

(d) You demonstrated a good understanding of cause and effect relationships in
your answer, explaining how the Crusades led to various positive and negative
outcomes.
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Grade: 3
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer does a good job of explaining the overall impact of the Black Death
on Medieval European society. You provided a thorough explanation of how the
plague led to a loss of faith in the Church, the reactions of people, and the
breakdown of the feudal system.

(b) The facts you provided about the death toll and the timeline of the Black Death
in Europe are accurate. However, you could have mentioned the role of the
flagellants and how they believed that physically punishing themselves would
appease God and end the plague. You also could have included information about
the emergence of the scapegoating of Jews during this time.

(c) Your writing is generally clear and well-organized. To improve your writing
technique, consider using a topic sentence that more directly addresses the
question and a concluding sentence that summarizes your main points. For
example, you could start with "The Black Death had far-reaching consequences on
Medieval European society, including a loss of faith in the Church, increased
violence and scapegoating, and the breakdown of the feudal system."

(d) You did a good job of explaining the cause and effect in your answer,
particularly when discussing the loss of faith in the Church and the breakdown of
the feudal system. To improve, try to more explicitly connect the causes and effects,
such as stating how the loss of faith in the Church led to the emergence of the
flagellants and scapegoating of Jews as people sought to find someone to blame
for the plague.

Grade:
3. Your answer meets grade level expectations, as you provided a solid explanation
of the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society and included
accurate historical facts.

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You effectively explained the two main ways power was legitimized during the
medieval period in Europe: through the state and through the Church. You provided
specific examples, such as feudalism, castles, the Magna Carta, and cathedrals, to
support your points.

(b) Your examples are accurate, but you could have provided more details and
dates to strengthen your answer, such as mentioning that the Magna Carta was
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signed in 1215 and the Concordat of Worms in 1122. Additionally, you could have
discussed how the Pope's ability to excommunicate people or the concept of the
divine right of kings further legitimized power during this period.

(c) Your writing is clear and well-organized. To improve your writing technique,
consider using a topic sentence that more directly addresses the question and a
concluding sentence that summarizes your main points. For example, you could
start with "During the medieval period in Europe, power was legitimized through
both state institutions and the Roman Catholic Church, as demonstrated by
examples such as feudalism, castles, the Magna Carta, and cathedrals."

(d) You briefly touched on cause and effect relationships in your answer, but you
could have elaborated on how certain events or concepts led to the legitimization of
power. For example, you could have discussed how the signing of the Magna Carta
led to the concept of limited government and the recognition of individual rights,
which further legitimized the state's power.

Grade:
3. Your answer meets grade level expectations, as you provided a clear explanation
of the ways power was legitimized during the medieval period in Europe and
included relevant examples.

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a clear explanation of two major conflicts during the Middle Ages
in Europe: the 100 Years' War and the conflict over lay investiture. You gave
specific names, places, and dates to support your answer.

(b) Your facts are accurate, but you could have included more details about the 100
Years' War, such as the role of Joan of Arc or the use of the longbow by the English
army. Additionally, you could have mentioned other conflicts that occurred during
this period, such as the Crusades, the Reconquista in Spain, or the various Viking
invasions.

(c) Your writing is clear and well-organized. To improve your writing technique,
consider using a topic sentence that more directly addresses the question and a
concluding sentence that summarizes your main points. For example, you could
start with "Several major conflicts arose during the Middle Ages in Europe, including
the 100 Years' War and the dispute over lay investiture."

(d) You did a good job of explaining the causes of the conflicts you discussed, but
you could have gone further in explaining the effects of these conflicts on the
societies involved. For example, you could have mentioned how the 100 Years' War
contributed to the development of national identities in England and France, or how
the conflict over lay investiture led to the Concordat of Worms and a new balance of
power between the Church and the state.
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Grade:
3. Your answer meets grade level expectations, as you provided a clear explanation
of the situations that led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe and included
specific examples.

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a balanced perspective on the positive and negative effects of the
Crusades, discussing the spread of goods and ideas, increased trade and use of
money, loss of land for Muslims, and weakening of feudalism and manorialism.

(b) Your facts are generally accurate, but you could have included more specific
examples and dates, such as mentioning the capture of Jerusalem in 1099 during
the First Crusade or the role of the Knights Templar and Hospitaller in providing
protection and support for Christian pilgrims.

(c) Your writing is clear and well-organized. To improve your writing technique,
consider using a topic sentence that more directly addresses the question and a
concluding sentence that summarizes your main points. For example, you could
start with "The Crusades, which occurred from 1096-1270, had both positive and
negative impacts on history, including the spread of goods and ideas, increased
trade, loss of land for Muslims, and the weakening of feudal and manorial systems."

(d) You did a good job of explaining the cause and effect relationships in your
answer, particularly when discussing the spread of goods and ideas and the
weakening of feudalism and manorialism. To improve, try to more explicitly connect
the causes and effects, such as explaining how the Crusades led to increased
contact between Christian and Muslim societies, which in turn led to the exchange
of goods and ideas.

Grade:
3. Your answer meets grade level expectations, as you provided a balanced
explanation of the positive and negative effects of the Crusades and included
accurate historical facts.
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Question 2: Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society.

Feedback:
(a) You did a good job of describing the overall impact of the Black Death on
society, including the loss of faith in the church and the hardships faced by the
nobles.
(b) Your answer is mostly accurate, but you could have mentioned the impact on
the economy, such as the labor shortage and the subsequent rise in wages for
those who survived. Additionally, there is no mention of the actual timeline, which
would have been helpful to provide context.
(c) Your writing would be stronger with a more focused topic sentence and a clear
conclusion. For example, you could start with "The Black Death had profound and
long-lasting impacts on Medieval European society, affecting religious beliefs, social
structures, and the economy."
(d) You could improve your use of cause and effect by discussing how the labor
shortage led to increased wages and social mobility for the surviving peasants.

Grade: 2

Question 3: Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval
period in Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates
wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a good explanation of the role of the Magna Carta and the 7
Sacraments in legitimizing power during the medieval period.
(b) Your answer is mostly accurate, but it lacks the depth and specific examples
that the question asks for. You could have mentioned the role of the Pope and the
Catholic Church, as well as the relationships between lords and their vassals.
(c) Your writing would benefit from a clearer topic sentence, such as "During the
medieval period in Europe, power was legitimized through various methods,
including legal documents, religious practices, and social structures."
(d) To improve your use of cause and effect, you could discuss how the Magna
Carta limited the power of the king and established the rule of law, which in turn
helped legitimize the authority of other institutions.

Grade: 2

Question 4: What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be
sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a good example of conflict in the Middle Ages with the Hundred
Years War and explained how the lack of a clear heir for the French throne
contributed to the conflict.
(b) Your answer could have been more comprehensive by discussing other conflicts
and their causes, such as the Crusades, the Investiture Controversy, and conflicts
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between lords and vassals.
(c) Your writing would benefit from a clearer topic sentence, such as "Various
factors led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe, including disputes over
inheritance, religious disagreements, and struggles for power."
(d) To improve your use of cause and effect, you could discuss the specific events
and decisions that led to each conflict, as well as their consequences.

Grade: 2

Question 5: Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative
events in history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates
wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You did a good job of discussing both the positive and negative aspects of the
Crusades, such as increased trade and cultural exchange, as well as the loss of life
and power struggles.
(b) Your answer is mostly accurate, but you could have provided more specific
examples and mentioned the dates of the various Crusades to give a better
historical context.
(c) Your writing would benefit from clearer topic and concluding sentences. For
example, you could start with "The Crusades, a series of religious wars in the
Middle Ages, had both positive and negative consequences for Europe and the
Middle East."
(d) To improve your use of cause and effect, you could discuss how the Crusades
led to increased contact between Europe and the Middle East, resulting in the
exchange of ideas, goods, and technologies.

Grade: 3
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Question#2:
Describe the impacts of the Black Death on Medieval European society:

Feedback:
(a) You provided an accurate description of the impacts of the Black Death on
Medieval European society, including the weakening of Manorialism and feudalism,
labor shortage, a decrease in the population, and peasants/serfs freeing
themselves from working.

(b) While you covered the major impacts of the Black Death, you could have
provided more detail on each impact, such as mentioning the death of
approximately one-third of the European population and the social unrest that
followed.

(c) To improve your writing, consider using a topic sentence to introduce the main
idea of your answer, and a concluding sentence to wrap up your thoughts. For
example, you could start with a topic sentence like, "The Black Death had
numerous significant impacts on Medieval European society." And conclude with a
sentence like, "Overall, the devastating effects of the Black Death led to widespread
social and economic changes in Europe."

(d) You could improve your use of cause and effect in your writing by providing
more specific examples of how the Black Death led to the changes you mentioned.
For instance, you could explain how labor shortages led to higher wages and
greater social mobility for peasants and serfs, which in turn contributed to the
weakening of the feudal system.

Grade: 3

Question#3:
Describe ways in which power was legitimized during the medieval period in
Europe. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer provides a good overview of the ways power was legitimized
during the medieval period in Europe, specifically mentioning feudalism and the
seven sacraments.

(b) While you touched on the main ways in which power was legitimized, you could
have provided more detail on the role of the Catholic Church and the Pope in
legitimizing power, as well as the importance of the Divine Right of Kings.

(c) Your writing would benefit from a clearer topic sentence and a concluding
sentence. For example, you could begin with a topic sentence like, "During the
medieval period in Europe, power was legitimized through various means, including
feudalism and the influence of the Catholic Church." And conclude with a sentence
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like, "Through these systems, medieval European society maintained a delicate
balance of power."

(d) To better demonstrate cause and effect relationships, you could discuss how the
feudal system and the seven sacraments reinforced each other, with the Catholic
Church's influence over the sacraments helping to maintain the stability of the
feudal system.

Grade: 2.5

Question#4:
What situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe? Be sure to cite
specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever possible.

Feedback:
(a) You provided a detailed account of two conflicts during the Middle Ages in
Europe, specifically mentioning the conflict following the death of King Charles with
no male heir and the conflict following Edward the Confessor's death.

(b) Your answer is factually accurate, but you could have mentioned other conflicts
during the Middle Ages, such as the Crusades or the conflicts between the Papacy
and the Holy Roman Empire.

(c) Your writing would benefit from a clearer topic sentence and a concluding
sentence. For example, you could begin with a topic sentence like, "Several
situations led to conflict during the Middle Ages in Europe, including disputes over
succession and religious tensions." And conclude with a sentence like, "These
conflicts shaped the course of European history and left lasting legacies."

(d) To improve your use of cause and effect in your writing, consider providing more
details on the specific reasons behind each conflict and how these conflicts
impacted European society.

Grade: 2.5

Question#5:
Describe ways in which the Crusades were both positive and negative events in
history. Be sure to cite specific examples using names, places, and dates wherever
possible.

Feedback:
(a) Your answer provides a balanced view of the positive and negative aspects of
the Crusades, mentioning increased trade, the spread of ideas, the weakening of
feudalism, and the persecution of the Jewish people.

(b) While you covered the main positive and negative aspects of the Crusades, you
could have provided more detail on the specific Crusades and their respective
impacts.
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(c) Your writing would benefit from a clearer topic sentence and a concluding
sentence. For example, you could begin with a topic sentence like, "The Crusades
were a series of religious conflicts that had both positive and negative
consequences for European society." And conclude with a sentence like, "In sum,
the Crusades left a complex legacy that continues to be debated by historians
today."

(d) To better demonstrate cause and effect relationships, you could discuss how the
Crusades contributed to the rise of powerful monarchies in Europe and the decline
of the feudal system.

Grade: 3
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